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We acknowledge the Dharug, Darkinjung, Wonnarua and Yolŋu peoples 
who are the traditional custodians of the land on which Barker College, 
Darkinjung Barker, Ngarralingayil Barker and Dhupuma Barker stand. 
We pay respect to the Elders past, present and emerging of the Dharug, 
Darkinjung, Wonnarua and Yolŋu nations and extend that respect to 

other Indigenous people within the Barker College community.
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Generosity is contagious. 

It also provides the deepest reward: of improving the human 
experience for another. 

Barker has a long history of generous and philanthropic acts 
which have supported children from different cultural, social and 
economic backgrounds to realise their full potential.  Families 
and Alumni continue to give generously of their time, experience 
and financially to Barker, to ensure an ever-improving experience 
for their own children and for others’ children to come.

The earliest recorded donations to the School were money and/
or gifts from Barker families for the annual prize ceremony, one 
of Barker’s oldest traditions. When Barker College was in its 
infancy at Kurrajong Heights, Rev. Henry Plume held prize giving 
ceremonies at Stokesleigh. It was a tradition for Barker families to 
donate money, or gifts to the School’s prize fund.

The much-loved memorial grandstand, where the loud cheers 
and support from today’s students can be heard at any home 
game, is another fine example of the generous acts of families 
that came before us. 

The parents’ association (today’s BCPA) hosted its first fair at 
Barker College on Saturday 18 April 1925. With the Memorial 
Oval nearing completion, the £500 raised from this fair was 
dedicated to the building of the Pavilion, allowing construction 
to commence immediately. Another fair in the following year, 
resulted in the remainder of the £1,400 debt for the pavilion 
being paid off.

Barker is the School it is today because of the generosity of 
those who came before us. The following pages reflect this long 
history of giving. 

We invite you to learn more about how you can continue this 
valued and proven Barker spirit of generosity.

Phillip Heath AM 
Head of Barker College

Generosity is at the heart of our 
Christian experience - generosity of 
spirit, of being, of ideas, of love. 

From the Head of Barker College
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From the Chair of the Barker Foundation

Incorporated in 1981, the first meeting of the Foundation was held 
on 23 March 1982. In a letter sent to the parent community in 
June that year, the Foundation’s aims were outlined:

“The Foundation aims to endow and strengthen the School by 
encouraging the gift of funds and by stimulating people to use 
their talent and experience for the welfare of Barker.”

Our history is full of generous acts of giving and community 
fundraising efforts. Giving enables the provision of facilities and 
programs to provide the best possible education and school life.

Today the Barker Foundation continues as an agent of dynamism 
for our Barker community inspiring tomorrow’s Barker for us all 
through progressive ideas and programs, scholarships, inclusivity 
initiatives, buildings and learning spaces.

Barker is an outstanding school that grows character and capacity 
and I see that every day in my own four adult sons. 

I am proud to work alongside our dedicated and experienced 
Foundation Board, whose members bring a wealth of 
philanthropic knowledge.

We ask you to consider what you may be able to do to ensure we 
continue to inspire tomorrow’s Barker for us all. 

John Slack-Smith 
Chair of the Barker Foundation

2022 marks the 40th anniversary of 
the Barker College Foundation.
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Since the 1890s, the Barker Community has;

Young men and women from different cultural, 
social and economic backgrounds, realise their 
potential through scholarships and bursaries.

Inspirational education spaces that provide the 
best opportunities for students and staff to 
achieve excellence in learning and teaching.

Generously of their time, energy and resources 
in support of the School’s Vision to be a leader 
in Christian education that is characterised by a 

global vision that inspires hope.

Through exceptional sporting, cultural and 
learning programs, students to develop in mind, 

body and spirit.

Helped

CREATED

Given

ENRICHED
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Barker Future Fund 

The establishment of the Barker Future Fund encourages the support of the following:

Transformational 
scholarships for deserving 
children of all backgrounds

Tomorrow’s inspirational 
education spaces

Enriching the diversity 
of the School

Indigenous education initiatives Funding operating gaps to keep fees 
as low as possible
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The impact of your generosity is helping to inspire tomorrow’s Barker 
for us all. Whether you choose to support a specific area, such as 
Indigenous Education, make regular donations through termly giving, 
or give major gifts, your support is vital and the School is so grateful. 
We are honoured by your shared commitment to ensuring an ever-
improving experience for not just your own children, but for others’ 
children still to come. 

Your gift to the Barker Future Fund will allow us to continue the 
work of evolving the School, for the good of all our community past, 
present, and future.

www.barker.college/community/foundation/donate-today

DONATE Now

FundFuture
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1890s
First donation of prizes for annual 
prize ceremony – today known 

as Celebration.

1957
Opening of the War Memorial 

Chapel. The Chapel fund was given 
an enormous boost by a bequest of 
£1000 from the estate of F.E.H. Ross, 
Head Prefect 1939 and 1940, who had 
died of wounds in Borneo in 1945. By 
1947, £16000 had been raised. Work 
began on the Chapel in 1955 and it 

was officially opened in 1957.

1917
Donation of first Perpetual Prize
by Sir Thomas Anderson Stuart, 

former parent, for all-round 
achievement in work, sport, service, 

and character. First awarded in 1917, it 
is now presented to the 

School Captains.

1962
Opening of the Tea Pavilion (now 

Marks Pavilion). A gift to the School 
from money raised by the 

parents’ association.

1924

1954

Opening of the War Memorial Oval 
funded by the OBA in memory of 

those old boys who had died during 
World War I.

Funds raised from the 1953 Fair built 
not only a new scoreboard for 

No. 1 Oval, but also dressing sheds 
on No. 3 Oval, toilets and spectator 
seating around the Swimming Pool, 

new fencing around the 
Memorial Oval and three 
additional Tennis Courts.

1982
Barker Foundation created to ensure 
that the School continued its quality 

of education, facilities, 
and reputation.

Timeline of Giving

1925
BCMA (now BCPA) hosts its first fair 

on Saturday 18 April 1925, raising 
£500 for the building of the Pavilion 
alongside the War Memorial Oval.
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1939
Plume Scholarship for a 
Junior School student 

first awarded.

1992
Barker Foundation’s Big Splash 

fundraising event raises over $72,000 
for a new aquatic centre to replace 

the School’s original outdoor 
25m swimming pool.

1947
A bequest of £1000 from 

Sir Thomas Buckland, former Barker 
parent, member of the Barker School 
Council and former Chairman of the 
Bank of NSW received. The money 

was allocated towards a new 
School Library.

1930 1934
First Scholarship awarded.

1987
McCaskill Music Centre opens 
with funding from the Barker 
Foundation through its Festival 

Fundraising Event in 1984.

1989
The Grange Outdoor Education 

Centre opens in the Blue 
Mountains.

Opening of the School’s first 
swimming pool through the support 

of parents and Alumni.

1991
Centenary Design Centre opens

with funding from the Barker 
Foundation. The Visual Arts and 
Design and Technology Centre 

was named in celebration of the 
centenary of the School in 1990. 
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1995
Supported by the Barker Foundation, 
the Hornsby Hundred Appeal raises 

almost $1 million.

2016
Darkinjung Barker opens through 
the generous gift from Barker old 

boy Gerald Robinson, which enabled 
the vision of an Indigenous primary 

school to become a reality.

1995
Hornsby Hundred Building opens.

2011
Baggy Blue Capital Appeal launched 
to raise funds for a new Prep School 
and Junior School Learning Centre. 
Barker Foundation, OBA and BCMA 

raise almost $700,000.

2015
Barker Barang fund for Indigenous 
Education established and supports 
the three future Indigenous schools.

2013
Introduction of the Barker Robotics 

program with the support of parents, 
Alumni and Foundation.

Timeline of Giving

1999
Barker Foundation supports the 
Millenium Campaign Fundraising 

Appeal, raising $1.7 million for a new 
library and Science Centre.

1994
Barker Foundation 

Aquatic Centre opens.
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2010
R E Kefford Building opens.

$2.1 million raised through the 
Kurrajong Building Capital Appeal 

supported by the Barker Foundation.

2018
Kurrajong Building opens.

2020
Ngarralingayil Barker opens.

2020
Rosewood Centre opens.

Financial support provided by 
Barker families, Alumni and 

Barker Foundation.

2020
The Evelyn Hill and Bowman 

Sisters Scholarships for a Year 7 
girl introduced in the first year of 
coeducation in the Middle School.

2002
Marks Pavilion opens on the site of 
the original Tea Pavilion – a  joint 
project of the Foundation, OBA, 
BCMA and the School Council.

2002
Barker College Library opens.

2000
Barker Foundation Science 

Centre opens.
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Timeline of Giving

2021
Dhupuma Barker opens.

2022
Building of the Maths & Senior 

Studies Hub commences.

2022
Transformational scholarships 
for current Secondary School 

students introduced, recognising 
the outstanding contributions of 
4 Alumni and supported by the 

Barker Foundation.
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91 Pacific Highway
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