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Key Messages 

• No confirmed cases of COVID-19 to 
date at Barker College

• Online learning to continue for Pre-K 
to Year 11 students until Friday 27 
August inclusive

• Online learning to continue for Year 
12 students until Friday 13 August 
inclusive 

• Year 12 HSC Trial Examinations 
rescheduled to commence as face-
to-face examinations on Monday 16 
August

• The School remains open with the 
minimum staff numbers on campus 
that are required for children of 
essential workers. Parents who need 
to send their children to Barker from 
2 – 6 August are asked to advise the 
School by completing this form

Learning
Academic – Secondary School 

The current structure of the day has 
been working very well and students 
have settled into a good routine. From 
Monday 2 August, each period of the 
day will be shortened by 5 minutes to 
allow for a slightly longer 10 minute 
break between lessons.  The day will 
still commence at 8.30am but with a 
slightly earlier finish time.  This minimal 
change is to support student and 
staff wellbeing and to reduce screen 
time where possible. We recommend 
students and staff have a quick refresh 
between periods; a stretch or a short 
walk before settling into the next 
timetabled period. 

 
Year 12 Students 

We are pleased to be able to welcome 
Year 12 students back on site from 
Monday 16 August. As such, the HSC 
trial examinations have been postponed 
one week and will now commence 
on Monday 16 August. This allows 

students to now have the full trial 
exam experience under normal exam 
conditions. The examination timetable 
remains unchanged.

The specific details for the trial 
examinations will be shared in the 
coming days and students will receive 
their usual two weeks formal notice.

There will be very strict COVID safety 
measures in place to comply with the 
Public Health Orders and to ensure 
student and staff safety.

 
Academic - Junior School

In the next phase of this teaching and 
learning period, teachers will continue 
to follow the model that has been 
developed and implemented as “Shape 
of the Day” with connect meetings to 
start and end each day and four key 
lesson sessions with breaks in between 
each. 

Teachers continue to adapt teaching 
and learning to balance the time online 
for students. 

We are investigating opportunities 
for online incursions and workshop 
opportunities for our students linked to 
current units of inquiry. 

Sustainability is key in the next phase of 
learning, maintaining engagement and 
motivation. The incorporation of key 
theme weeks linking wellbeing will be 
critical to this endeavour. This week was 
Friendship Week and we will follow this 
up with other themes including House 
Week, Family Week, Creative Week and 
Book Week. 

Teachers are carefully monitoring 
student progress. Key outcomes are 
being assessed through the tasks 
being undertaken. Ongoing feedback 
will continue to be provided through 
the platforms for learning; OneNote, 
Seesaw, Canvas and Teams. 

Staff will be in contact with families 
if they have concerns about student 
engagement or progress.  

Online parent/teacher meetings are 
being planned towards the end of 

the term and further details will be 
provided in due course.  
 

Being and Doing
Sport

Regrettably, the Heads of the CAS 
schools made the decision earlier 
this week that in light of current 
NSW Health Public Health Orders 
the remaining portion of winter sport 
competition for 2021 will be cancelled.  

ISA have cancelled the girls’ semi finals 
and finals matches and IPSHA has also 
cancelled all Junior School sport fixtures.

This news is incredibly disappointing 
for both students and coaches alike, 
who have worked so hard throughout 
the season and particularly for teams 
who were sitting at the top of their 
competition.  The School is considering 
ways in which we can honour these 
achievements once we are all able to 
be back on campus.

 
Sports Hub 

The Sports Department continue to 
provide excellent online sport programs 
for students on the Sports Hub. This 
week the Sports team introduced 
morning fitness and activity classes, 
including HIIT and Pilates, for students 
to start their day prior to sitting down in 
front of a screen. 

Co-curricular 

The School will be launching a whole-
school (Pre-K – 12) approach for 
co-curricular experiences.

The aim is for students to:

• find something to help them ‘grow’ as 
an individual (emotionally, mentally, 
spiritually, physically, socially)

• feel connected by groups/clubs/
events

• contribute to a sense of belonging to 
the whole community

Online SustainedOnline SustainedOnline Sustained
Learning Doing Being

COVID Community Update 
Thursday 29 July 2021

Online SustainedOnline SustainedOnline Sustained

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_cdiBrDGHECV4nyShgopF1g9loC89iJGhQhRVC2jLN5UMDVSTDNONkU2NkE5RkcwUVRaUDdPT1NFVi4u
https://my.barker.college/discover/portal/community/sports-hub


Some of these experiences will include:

STEAM@Home (incl Footprint, Bee Club 
& Robotics) 

The Arts (Photography, Art, Music & 
Dance, Creative Writing, Philosophy 
Club, Public Speaking & Debating)

Service (Create for a Cause) 

Community (Cru, Book Club, Cooking 
Club)

More information about each of these 
experiences will be available shortly on 
Canvas.

Compass Program – Year 7

The Year 7 Compass program has been 
suspended, however, the School will 
remain flexible in terms of the hours 
accumulated for this Award. If any 
student wishes to continue to pursue 
their Compass award in a COVID safe 
manner, they are certainly welcome to 
do so.

Grange Camps 

All Grange Camps have been 
postponed during this period of 
lockdown and the School will look at 
alternative dates once Public Health 
Orders allow us to do so. 

Boarding 

We are continuing to work with NSW 
Health to determine when our Boarders 
can safely return to campus.  Our 
Boarders are an important part of our 
School Community and we miss their 
presence enormously.

Spring Fair 

It is now evident that the 2021 
Spring Fair scheduled for Saturday 11 
September will regrettably need to be 
postponed to 2022.  There has already 
been a significant amount of work 
by the BCPA and a large number of 
people, in planning this year’s Fair.  It is 
our hope that planning will be able to 
resume early next year for a Spring Fair 
in 2022.

Activity Charges

A detailed review of 2021 Activity 
Charges is being undertaken to 
minimise costs applied to accounts and 
ensure that parents are not charged 
for any activities that do not occur. The 
review will continue throughout the year 

and includes the removal of charges 
for activities that have already been 
cancelled and future activities likely to 
be cancelled. 

At the end of the year, a full 
reconciliation of all Activity Charges will 
be completed, and any refunds owing 
will be applied to accounts, as per 
Barker’s normal practice.

For our Year 12 families, the cost of 
the Valedictory Dinner, which was 
scheduled to take place in September, 
has already been added to the Term 
3 invoice. However, it is likely that 
changes will need to be made to this 
event to comply with COVID-19 safety 
measures and therefore the charge 
will be reversed. Parents are requested 
to omit this charge from their fee 
payment. However, if parents have 
already paid their Term 3 invoice in full, 
the School will issue a refund to your 
Bank Account.  

We will revisit this matter in the coming 
weeks once we know with certainty 
whether the event will proceed.

Wellbeing 

Student wellbeing remains our priority 
during the online sustained learning 
period.  We want all students to 
continue to thrive.  We are actively 
seeking to foster wellbeing through 
growing, connecting and belonging 
through the regular corporate times 
(Assembly, Chapel, Connect) and the 
introduction of several new initiatives in 
the coming weeks.

A Wellbeing Pulse Check survey is 
being sent to students in Years 7 – 12 
on Monday 2 August.  This short survey 
is designed as a quick check in to allow 
Heads of School and Heads of House 
to monitor the wellbeing of students.  

Students are encouraged to monitor 
Canvas for new wellbeing activities that 
they can participate in each week.

ICT Support 

The COVID ICT support hours are 8am 
- 4pm, Monday to Saturday. Parents 
and students may seek assistance by 
calling iCentral on 02 8438 7775 and 
onsite appointments (where necessary) 
can be made Monday to Friday. 
Remote support will be provided if 
needed on Saturday.

Careers and Counselling

The Careers and Counselling Centre 
is open and staff are available to 
support students as needed. Please 
contact AdminCCC@barker.nsw.edu. 
au or phone: 8438 7365 to arrange 
an appointment for your child. These 
meetings will be conducted via Teams. 

Counsellors: 
counsellingteam@barker.nsw.edu.au

Careers Advisors: 
careersteam@barker.nsw.edu.au

If you have any questions in regard to 
the COVID-19 health measures that the 
School has in place, please contact the 
Health Centre on phone 0418 480 831 
or email healthcentre@barker.nsw.edu. 
au.

COVID-19 Resources 2021

• https://coronavirus.beyondblue.org.
au

• Beyond Blue phone: 1300 22 4636 
Online chat available 1pm-12am, 
7 days a week

• https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/
coronavirus-covid-19-guide

• https://www.parentline.org.au

• https://kidshelpline.com.au 
phone: 1800 55 1800 

• https://www.lifeline.org.au 
phone: 13 11 14

• Mental Health line: 1800 011 511 

• https://www.psychology.org.au/
getmedia/40e4dd0b-8249-4d5f-
a854-2904ec04dfb5/20APS-IS-
COVID-19-Isolation-P4.pdf

• https://www.psychology.org.au/
getmedia/e7d532df-c26f-4284-ad8e-
7f6f7eb97bf8/APS-CCN-IS-Primary-
School-Attention-planning-difficulties.
pdf

• https://www.digitallunchbreak.nsw.
gov.au/activities

• https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.
au/resources-support/digital-tools-
apps/

• https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.
au/resources-support/coronavirus-
resources-for-anxiety-stress/
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