
Key Messages 

• No confirmed COVID-19 cases to
date at Barker College

• School remains open with the
minimum staff numbers on campus
that are required for children of
essential workers. Parents who need
to send their children to Barker from
26 - 30 July are asked to advise the
School by completing this form.

• ISA have confirmed suspension of all
sport until 7 August

• NESA have rescheduled HSC oral
language exams to run from 14 – 18
August

• HSC Society and Culture Personal
Interest Project submission has been
extended to 9 August

• Year 12 students should continue to
prepare for their Trial examinations
scheduled to commence 9 August.

Message from the Head 

The news in recent days from the 
Premier and NSW Health, has no doubt 
raised questions in the minds of many 
in the Barker community, as to the 
plans the School has in place should 
this current lockdown be extended 
past midnight Friday 30 July. I want 
to reassure our families and students, 
that whilst this is an uncertain time, 
especially for our Year 12 students 
in their final term, the School is 
developing plans to keep everyone 
safe and uphold student learning, in the 
event of an extended lockdown.

The School continues to receive regular 
advice and updates from NSW Health, 
NESA and the Australian Independent 
Schools NSW Association, along with 
modelling our own risk assessments. 
For our Year 12 families and students, 
our priority is to limit disruption and 
provide as much clarity as possible, 
as soon as it becomes available.  It is 
the School’s intention to run the Year 
12 HSC Trial examinations in a manner 
that is consistent with the Public Health 
Orders.  It is important that Year 12 are 
provided with this rehearsal experience, 
to ensure they are match fit for the HSC 
exams.

Our staff are working hard to ensure 
the delivery of engaging and positive 
student lessons with many introducing 
creative ways to present material in 
a virtual environment.  Alongside this 
learning, the physical and mental 
wellbeing of both students and staff 
remains a priority and I ask that you 
reach out to the School via your child’s 
Junior School teacher or Head of House 
in the Secondary School, if additional 
support is needed. 

Academic – Secondary School 

Should my child keep their camera on 
during their lesson?

We have recommended to staff to 
ask their classes to keep their cameras 
ON during the ‘lesson’. This helps to 
build greater connection. Schools are 
largely social places and it’s good for 
students to see each other as well. 
We encourage parents/guardians to 
ensure their child has a safe learning 
environment, backgrounds are blurred 
and students should be dressed in 
either their school or PE uniform.

Has the School considered how to 
reduce the amount of daily screentime?

Teaching staff have been asked to 
restrict any explicit teaching via video 
streaming to 30 minutes. This then 
allows students time to complete 
the work. This time does not include 
students working collaboratively in 
breakout rooms, but does include 
videos (such as Edrolo, and YouTube) 
that might aid instruction.

Is homework still necessary during this 
online period?

As students are already at home and 
doing work, staff have been asked to 
limit homework to absolutely necessary 
items and be realistic with the amount 
of work set (especially Years 7 – 11). 
Where possible, teachers will set 
homework as an offline experience 
(away from a screen).

Does my child need to ‘attend’ 
Assembly, Chapel and Connect time 
each week?

The School believes these weekly 
events offer an important opportunity 
for students to connect with their year 

groups and House groups and for 
important notices and messages to be 
shared.  

Why are some lessons being recorded?

Some teachers may record their 
lesson to be played back later while 
others may have one-on-one video 
conversations to explain something to 
a student. In the latter case the School 
requires that they be recorded. Not all 
lessons will be recorded – this is at the 
discretion of the teacher. A form was 
sent to parents to provide their consent 
for such recording to take place.

Year 12 Students

If the lockdown is extended, will HSC 
Trial examinations still continue?

It is the School’s intention that the HSC 
Trial examinations that are scheduled 
to commence on Monday August 9, will 
proceed in line with the Public Health 
Orders at the time.  Students should 
continue to prepare for exams to 
commence as per their exam timetable 
on this date.

NESA is providing advice to help 
schools in Greater Sydney with 
contingency planning for these 
exams. Barker’s Curriculum team are 
developing COVID safe plans in the 
event of an extended lockdown.

Year 12 students and their families will 
be provided with further advice directly 
as soon as updated Public Health 
Orders are issued.

Has NESA made any changes to the 
2021 HSC timetable?

Yes. On Wednesday 21 July, NESA 
advised that the oral languages 
exams will run from 14 – 18 August 
for students in Greater Sydney and 
regional NSW.

In addition, the due date for the Society 
and Culture Personal Interest Project 
has been extended by two weeks to 9 
August.

What will happen to all the planned 
Year 12 end of school events in Term 3?

We appreciate that the start to this final 
term of schooling for our Year 12s has 
been challenging and not what anyone 
could have anticipated.   
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Until the School has clarity in the 
COVID-19 guidelines and safety 
measures that may be in place in the 
coming weeks, it is not possible to 
provide our Class of 2021 and their 
families with a planned program of 
events. Our Senior School Staff are 
planning for various scenarios, to 
ensure a memorable program for the 
students that align to the Public Health 
Orders.

Junior School 

Does my child need to finish all the 
work that is set each day?

There are four key learning sessions 
across the day for Junior School 
students including a catch-up session 
and the Specialist lessons. In addition, 
the children have a connect time at the 
beginning and end of each day. Tasks 
are uploaded to Seesaw (Pre-K - Year 2) 
and Canvas (Year 3 - Year 6). Students 
submit their work to their teacher. 
There may be times your child does not 
complete all the tasks in a day and this 
is understandable. The catch-up time 
each day can be utilised by your child 
to complete tasks from that day.

Does my child need to start each lesson 
with a Teams meeting?

Lessons commence with a Teams 
meeting allowing the teacher to 
connect with students. This is an 
opportunity for the teacher to highlight 
important components of the task and 
answer any questions the students 
may have. Students can then go and 
complete their work for the remainder 
of the lesson. Students are encouraged 
to attend the Teams meeting at the 
beginning of each lesson.

Will homework be set?

Homework beyond the online learning 
School day is not an expectation. 
Students are encouraged to have 
off-screen time and undertake other 
activities. Students can complete 
incomplete tasks if they wish.

Co-curricular and Events 

How can my child keep physically active 
during this online learning period?

We are committed to ensuring students 
stay active during this time and a range 
of general health and fitness programs 
as well as sport specific sessions are 
located in the Sports Hub on MyBarker 
for Junior and Secondary School 
students.

Will there be any online events that 
families can participate in?

Yes, the Music Department have 
arranged a Lockdown Showdown 
on Wednesday 28 July at 5.30pm. 
Families can enjoy some live music 
performances by students from across 
the School from the comfort of their 
home.  Join the livestream here.

The Barker Institute are holding a 
CyberSafe Learning Webinar on 
Tuesday 27 July from 7pm – 8pm 
featuring guest speakers from YSafe, 
Family Zone and Barker’s Digital 
Learning team.  RSVP

ICT Support 

Is the ICT Department still open if a 
student needs support?

The COVID ICT support hours are 8am-
4pm, Monday to Saturday. Parents and 
students may seek assistance by calling 
iCentral on 02 8438 7775 and onsite 
appointments (where necessary) can 
be made Monday to Friday.  Remote 
support will be provided if needed on 
Saturday.

Health & Wellbeing

Our classroom teachers and Heads 
of House are regularly checking in 
with their students to monitor their 
wellbeing. We are encouraging the 
students to connect with each other 
as much as possible and we also value 
your support and insights if you feel 
your son or daughter needs specialist 
wellbeing support.

The Careers and Counselling Centre 
is open and staff are available to 
support students as needed. Please 
contact AdminCCC@barker.nsw.edu. 
au or phone: 8438 7365 to arrange 
an appointment for your child. These 
meetings will be conducted via Teams. 
Student and staff safety and wellbeing 
remains at the heart of our decision 
making and planning.

If you have any questions in regard to 
the COVID-19 health measures that the 
School has in place, please contact the 
Health Centre on phone 0418 480 831 
or email healthcentre@barker.nsw.edu.
au.

 
 
 

COVID-19 Resources 2021

• https://coronavirus.beyondblue.org.
au

• Beyond Blue phone: 1300 22 4636 
Online chat available 1pm-12am, 
7 days a week

• https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/
coronavirus-covid-19-guide

• https://www.parentline.org.au

• https://kidshelpline.com.au 
phone: 1800 55 1800 

• https://www.lifeline.org.au 
phone: 13 11 14

• Mental Health line: 1800 011 511 

• https://www.psychology.org.au/
getmedia/40e4dd0b-8249-4d5f-
a854-2904ec04dfb5/20APS-IS-
COVID-19-Isolation-P4.pdf

• https://www.psychology.org.au/
getmedia/e7d532df-c26f-4284-ad8e-
7f6f7eb97bf8/APS-CCN-IS-Primary-
School-Attention-planning-difficulties.
pdf

• https://www.digitallunchbreak.nsw.
gov.au/activities

• https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.
au/resources-support/digital-tools-
apps/

• https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.
au/resources-support/coronavirus-
resources-for-anxiety-stress/
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