
Toplis Scholarship for the Children of 
Australian Defence Personnel

Scholarship Explanation

Ralph Colin Toplis attended Barker College from 1942-1950 and 
joined the National Service Scheme in 1952. To honour Mr. Toplis’ 
contribution to both Barker and Australia, Barker are pleased to 
offer the Toplis Scholarship in conjunction with Legacy Sydney. 
Since 1923 Legacy have proudly supported the children of 
Australian service personnel veterans to reach their true potential, 
regardless of their personal circumstances. The establishment of 
the Ralph Colin Toplis scholarship will allow Legacy to continue to 
support the children of those who have served to reach their full 
potential, regardless of personal circumstance.

 
Scholarship will provide

The Scholarship will provide the costs of academic tuition, 
uniforms, textbooks and other education expenses for a day or 
boarding student for Years 11 and 12. 

Scholarship Eligibility

The Scholarship will be awarded to a student for entry in Year 11 
at Barker College.

The awardee must be an Australian Citizen or resident, who is the 
son, daughter, stepson, or stepdaughter of a:

• current or former serviceman or servicewoman who, under 
the Veterans Entitlements Act 1986 (Cth) or any successor 
legislation, has served in active service;

• serviceman or servicewoman who died on active service or 
from a result of active services;

• current or former serviceman or servicewoman who has died 
from causes resulting from service in the Australian Regular 
Forces, the Citizens Military Forces or the Australian Defence 
Force Reserves; OR

• current or former serviceman or servicewoman who is entitled 
to the Defence Medal or its equivalent.

 
The requirements for the award of this Scholarship will 
take into account 

• the mental health impacts of service in the Defence Force

• aspects of the student’s character and community-mindedness, 

• their aptitude and attitude towards academic studies 

• demonstrated grounds of financial need or equity

• willingness to contribute and participate in the Barker College 
community

 

Scholarship Conditions

All scholarships are subject to annual review and are normally 
tenable until Year 12, provided that the scholarship recipient 
demonstrates continuing satisfactory academic performance and 
conduct. In addition to these requirements, students holding 
scholarships will be expected to:

• Maintain an average effort rating in each semester greater than 
4.2;

• Demonstrate a commitment to and high levels of participation 
in a range of co-curricular activities including at least one team-
based sporting activity, one cultural activity and one community 
service-related activity each year; and,

• Show consistent high standards of conduct and citizenship.

 
Awarding of the Scholarship

This Scholarship will be awarded following the submission of an 
application and interview by the end of Term 1 of the year prior 
to the student wishing to enter Barker College. The application 
will be reviewed by a panel made up of a member of the Barker 
College Council and Old Barker Association and a representative 
of Legacy. Successful applicants will be invited to and interview at 
the School at the beginning of Term 2.

Application material can be provided to applicants on request 
from the Barker College Enrolments Department and application 
should include:

• Enrolment registration form 

• Parent/guardian questionnaire

• Parent/guardian financial details and submission of last two 
year’s tax returns

• Evidence of military service of a parent or stepparent

• Two character references for parents

• Student’s birth certificate and/or evidence of Australian 
citizenship

• Evidence of the student’s community and school involvement

• Student’s last two school reports

• Student’s NAPLAN results

• One student character reference

• A 500 word extended response written by the student on the 
topic of how an education at Barker will assist them to serve 
others, embodying the spirit of Legacy and Barker’s School 
motto Honor non Honores.

For further information, please contact Barker’s Director of 
Enrolments, Melissa Brady at mbrady@barker.nsw.edu.au.
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