
Welcome to Term 3a. It is our hope 
that all students, staff and families 
have enjoyed some rest during 
the Term break. During this two 
week hiatus, there was still plenty 
of activity around the Campus, 
with work progressing on the 
Junior School East extension and 
students from our Junior School 
participating in the Tennis and 
Robotics Holiday programs. Students 
from our Secondary School also took 
advantage of the Gym and Fitness 
Rooms being open in the Rosewood 
Centre. 
 
On Wednesday 26 August, I 
participated in a Zoom meeting with 
a number of Heads of Independent 
Schools with the Chief Health Officer, 
Dr Kerry Chant, to further clarify the 
NSW Health advice as it pertains to 
schools. As a result of this meeting, 
the following protocols will be in 
place for Term 3a.

 
Health 

The School has a COVID Safety 
Plan in place and the Critical 
Incident Response Team continues 
to monitor and review all advice 
and recommendations. We need to 
maintain vigilance around our safety 
protocols. Students and staff will still 
be required to use the hand sanitiser 
provided throughout the School 
on a regular basis, in addition to 
continuing practicing good hygiene. 
If your child is feeling unwell, or is 
experiencing symptoms of cold or flu, 
he/she must not attend school. 

In line with NSW Health advice 
updated in August, please be aware 
of the following protocols that the 
School will be enacting from the 
commencement of Term 3a.

• If a staff member or student has 
a COVID-19 test, schools are now 
required to sight the negative test 
result prior to a return to school. 
 

• If your child is unwell, please follow 
normal protocols advising the School 
of your child’s absence - absent@
barker.nsw.edu.au (Years 7  - 12) 
and JS_Absent@barker.nsw.edu.au 
(Pre-K- Year 6).

• If your child has had a COVID-19 
test, please keep them at home until 
a NEGATIVE test result is received 
and their symptoms have resolved. A 
screenshot of the text message or a 
medical certificate must be provided 
to reception@barker.nsw.edu.au 
before your child is able to return to 
school.

• Staff will be keeping a close watch 
on students in their classrooms 
and anyone exhibiting even minor 
symptoms will be sent home and 
COVID-19 testing encouraged.

• As the days start to get warmer, 
please ensure your child has 
sufficient water. Bubblers can be 
used to refill water bottles, but must 
not be used for drinking.

• A deep clean of the School was 
undertaken during the Term break.

• All students and staff will be 
provided with a Barker face mask 
at the commencement of Term 
3a. Whilst not mandatory, we are 
encouraging that they be worn 
on public transport and where 
physical distancing is not possible 
e.g. shopping centres. It is at the 
student/staff discretion should they 
choose to wear a mask during the 
school day.

• Ongoing temperature checks may 
occur throughout the term.

 
Parents on Campus 

Whilst we miss seeing our families at 
community events and around the 
campus, restrictions remain in place 
for all parents and visitors to the 
School.

Any visitors to the School will 
continue to be required to undertake 
a health check on their arrival at 
Reception. 
 

During pick up and drop off, please 
remain in your vehicle and avoid 
arriving too early to drop or collect 
your child. This will assist with traffic 
management around the School.

Sport 

Unfortunately, there will be no 
Athletics season in 2020, this includes 
the invitational carnivals and the CAS, 
ISA and IPSHA championships.

The Junior School Winter House Sport 
Carnival will go ahead as scheduled 
on 10 September with appropriate 
protocols in place.

Only Barker students participating 
in the learn to swim and squad 
programs will be allowed access to 
the Aquatic Centre. This is in line 
with the latest NSW Health advice 
that restricts mixing of students from 
other schools. All students attending 
the Aquatic Centre for Learn to Swim 
or Squad Programs will undertake 
a temperature test and parents are 
requested to not attend the Centre, 
unless they need to be there for 
young child/ren.

For the first two weeks of Term 3a, all 
after school sport training for Years 7 
- 12 will be optional and will be based 
on your child’s Summer sport choice. 
From Week 3, we will move into 
Summer pre-season training. Students 
will receive further details relating 
to their specific sport when school 
recommences.

Junior School sport training will 
continue as scheduled on Thursday 
mornings for Years 3 - 6 and 
Thursday afternoon for Kindergarten 
- Year 2.

Communication to Parents
Term 3a
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Music 

We are pleased to advise that all 
instrumental ensembles will resume 
their regular rehearsal program in 
Term 3a. Music staff are currently 
reviewing physical distancing 
requirements specific to wind 
ensembles and will advise of any 
modifications to these ensembles.

As previously advised, choirs are 
unfortunately not able to resume their 
rehearsals at this time.

Individual music tuition will continue.

Work will continue to proceed on the 
modified Musical.  We have already 
captured some wonderful video clips 
and the students have worked so 
hard to create this unique production. 
Whilst we continue to work within 
the guidelines and advice from 
NSW Health, the final film that will 
be produced will include 7 musical 
numbers along with documentary 
footage of the students rehearsing 
and student interviews about the 
show and their experience. We look 
forward to sharing this with our wider 
community. 
 
Ignite 

Given the latest NSW Health advice 
limiting the mixing of year groups 
and restricting external visitors to 
the School, the Junior School Ignite 
programs have been cancelled 
for Term 3a.  We recognise how 
disappointing this will be for the 
students participating in these after 
school activities and hope that we will 
be able to recommence the programs 
in Term 3b.

Canteens 

The Canteens across the School will 
continue to operate, but without the 
support of parent volunteers at this 
time. When it is safe to do so, the 
School will be in contact with our 
parent helpers. 

Debating 

Debating students will revert back to 
their debates being conducted by 
Zoom. 
 

Drama, Design & Technology, 
Visual Arts, Textiles, Industrial 
Technology 

We share the disappointment that 
there will be to the students who 
look forward to these Exhibitions and 
the opportunity to showcase their 
amazing works that illustrate their 
dedication, time and effort over many 
months, to their families.

However, the School will still celebrate 
these Major Projects and ensure there 
is a lasting record of each student’s 
achievement. Please note the 
following arrangements which have 
been made:

• Wednesday 16 September: Design 
& Technology and Industrial 
Technology Exhibition set up and 
judging by Mr Chris Russell (OBA 
and former presenter of the ABC’s 
New Inventors program). Chris will 
once again judge the students’ work 
and provide a perceptive appraisal 
of the Major Projects. 

• Wednesday 23 September: Textiles 
Fashion Show - livestreaming of this 
event from 6.30pm. Further details 
and link to follow closer to the date.

• A dedicated web page will feature 
the students’ projects for Textiles 
and Design, Industrial Technology 
and Design and Technology and the 
link will be made available for the 
community to access.

 
Grange and Outdoor Education 

It is regretful that our Middle 
School students have not had the 
opportunity to visit the Grange 
this year in their House groups. 
The School is creatively planning 
“Grange@Barker”, which will allow 
for outdoor education opportunities 
through day field trips during Term 
3. These day field trips to outdoor 
locations are permissible under the 
current NSW Health guidelines. More 
information will be provided to the 
relevant year groups.

The Junior School camps for Year 5 
and 6 students are still scheduled 
for Term 3b and we are hopeful, 
restrictions permitting, that these will 
be able to proceed. More information 
will be provided closer to the time.

Year 12  

The latest NSW Health advice 
advises that school formals, dances, 
graduations or other social events are 
not permitted at this time. Schools 
are working directly with NSW Health 
on a safe way to mark the end of 
Year 12. We continue to marvel at the 
strength, kindness and resilience of 
our Year 12 students in the face of so 
many challenges in their leaving year. 

 
More details about a planned 
occasion to mark the end of their 
Barker journey will be shared with 
Year 12 families as soon as we are 
able to. 

 
Assemblies and Chapel 

School Assemblies are permitted 
under the NSW Health guidelines 
and are limited to 15 minutes and no 
external visitors. In our final week of 
last term, we brought together Years 
7 - 12 year groups in the Blackwell 
Stand for either a 15 minute Chapel 
service or year group Assembly. 
Students and staff appreciated the 
opportunity to come together, albeit 
briefly and socially distanced, after 
many months of these weekly rituals 
being livestreamed.

We plan to continue with these 
modified Assemblies and Chapels in 
Term 3a. 

 
 
We appreciate that there is a lot 
of information here, but believe it 
is important that our community 
understands what is permissible by 
the School under the current NSW 
Health guidelines and advice.

Thank you for your continued support 
of all of these measures that have 
been put in place to protect the 
health and wellbeing of our students 
and staff. Never a day passes 
when we do not give thanks to the 
Lord for the warmth, kindness and 
commitment of the Barker community.
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