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Community Update – Thursday 7 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
I wish to express my thanks once again to all of you for your continued support during the past 
few difficult weeks. We will not try to say that this has been easy time for any of us. However, 
the support of Barker families has been inspiring. Students have also been reaching out to 
connect to staff and to me, which I have greatly appreciated.  
 
It has been pleasing to see the more than 70 students coming each day to work on their HSC 
projects or the Year 11 learning packages. Year 7 – 10 students have also been coming in to 
work on their PIP presentations, which are beginning to look brilliant. In the Junior School, there 
have been a good number of students at school each day for supervision. 
 
Whilst the students and staff have been away from the School, numerous maintenance projects 
are being completed around the campus, including much-needed repairs to the McCaskill 
Music Centre Roof and the Aquatic Centre Roof and Change Rooms. We have detected 
several concerns with drainage around the site and have taken the opportunity during these 
quieter weeks, to dig up paths and gardens to repair damaged pipes and install optical fibre ICT 
connections and conduits to “future proof” the School. The winter grass is firmly established on 
Main Oval and Rosewood, and the fields have never looked better.  All that is missing now are 
the students. 
 
I want to reinforce my previous messages in regard to students returning to School on May 11.  
We unequivocally welcome ALL students back to school on Monday.  Whilst we are eager to 
see all our students, we do encourage each family to consider their own circumstances.  The 
School will respect your decision.  Online lessons at school will be delivered face-to-face by the 
teacher, and the material will be available through Canvas and Seesaw for those students who 
are not able to attend during the first two weeks of term. 
 
As previously advised, the School has implemented a number of safety protocols that all 
students and staff will be required to follow for at least the first two weeks of term. To reiterate, 
these include: 
 

- Ensuring safe practices travelling to and from School.  Where possible we encourage 
students to travel via car, or ensure physical distancing on public transport. 

- A health check, including a temperature check, on arrival at School at a designated 
Health Check Station.   

- Parents may only use the Kiss and Drop zones within the School and must remain in 
their vehicles at all times.  Our younger students will be met by staff. 

- Adhere to physical distancing guidelines at all times – including in the classroom, during 
breaks and in the Canteens. 

- Regularly wash and sanitise hands throughout the day.  Students should bring their 
own sanitiser and ensure these are replenished each day. There are also Hand 
Sanitiser Stations located throughout the School that students can use. 

- Bring your own water bottles as bubblers will be turned off throughout the School.  
Water will be available for purchase from the Canteens. 

- Year 7 – 12 students must carry their bags with them during the day.  There will be no 
access to locker areas. 

- Bathrooms, desks and touch surfaces will be regularly cleaned throughout the day. 
- It is our hope that co-curricular programs, including the launch of the Barker Cup, will 

commence in Week 3. 



                      
  

  

  
During the first two weeks our focus will be settling back into routines and developing these 
safe and healthy habits.  There is no room for complacency.  The School will continue to 
provide information and updates on a regular basis.  I encourage you to read this information 
carefully and to listen to what the School is communicating, rather than uncertain information 
and speculation that may be provided on social media. 
 
We need to be flexible and adaptable, when advice continues to change so suddenly. It has 
been incredibly difficult in schools, but we are confident in the 2020 Reimagined model. It will 
enhance the face-to-face learning experience for our students and recover almost all of the 
time lost to COVID-19. The online learning model has been successful, but it is clear that 
families are looking forward to seeing school return to some semblance of normal; at least, 
predictable.  
 
On Monday night, Andrew Fuller, a prominent Australian psychologist, speaker and author, 
presented directly to the Barker community via live-stream through the Barker Institute. We 
asked him to present on ‘Surging ahead academically in trying times’. It was an outstanding 
presentation and interview with questions from Barker staff and parents, which also covered on 
specific strategies for motivating young people, boosting memory skills, and supporting 
emotional regulation as it fluctuates with the complex world our students find themselves in.  
 
The recording of the webinar will be available for parent viewing until Wednesday next week 
Barker Institute Webinar with Andrew Fullar (please note that this is Microsoft Stream link and 
you will require your parent Portal login details to view). I encourage you, as we prepare for the 
return to Term 2, to have a listen to his sage and practical advice.  
 
We all realise the seriousness of this illness and are very conscious of the highly infectious 
nature of this virus. It is because of this, that these safety measures have been put in place – to 
protect all members of our community.  I therefore ask that all families re-read and follow the 
information that has been sent to you.  Your agreement to return to School on Monday will be 
seen as a commitment to follow these regulations and the directions of staff, to keep everyone 
safe and well. 
 
In the meantime, be assured of our loving prayers and support.  
 
Peace 
 

 
 
Phillip Heath AM 
Head of Barker College  

https://bit.ly/2YDp9GN

