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Community Update – Thursday 23 April 2020 
 

 
Before Term Resumes – Barker 2020 Reimagined Update 

 
Greetings 
I hope that this letter finds you well, happy and safe. I trust also that you and your family were 
able to find a secure place in which to spend the Easter break, with time to reflect on the great 
truths of the human story. With so many restrictions on movement and social gathering, I 
imagine it has been a very different Easter break for our community.  
 
Thank you to many in our School who have been in touch to share their experiences during this 
time. Thank you to the many who have been kind enough to offer encouragement and support 
as each decision has been reached. It has not been an easy time for any of us, and your 
kindness has made a huge difference to staff members at Barker.  
 
I am grateful for the extraordinary efforts of our staff, the students, their families, as well as the 
broader Barker Community. As many educationalists have been saying, the effective 
adaptation to an alternate teaching and learning environment is something that under normal 
circumstances may have taken years, even decades to accomplish.  
 
Barker 2020 Reimagined is our new way of looking at the year that will not simply help us to 
survive these days but to thrive in the experiences made possible. The overall direction is both 
positive and exciting. 
  
It is timely to provide you with some important updates about the commencement of Term 2 on 
May 11 and the steps the School is undertaking to be ready for students to return.  
 
Current situation and advice 
Amidst the constant changes and press conferences from political and medical authorities, 
there are patterns emerging with respect to the COVID-19 pandemic in Australia.  
 

i. The position in Australia shows that the rate of infections has slowed and there are first 

signs of easing the current restrictions from both the Commonwealth and State 

governments. 

ii. Social distancing regulations and the general advice to reduce movement and gathering 

remain unchanged although there are signs there will be an easing of some restrictions in 

coming weeks. 

iii. Schools continue to be considered in a low category of risk for transmission of the 

infection. 

iv. Although there are encouraging trends, medical authorities continue to warn against 

complacency and against lifting all of the current restrictions.  

v. All Government Health Officers continue with their advice that schools should remain 

open and are safe places for students and staff to attend. This continues to be a difficult 

matter in the public discourse.  

It is interesting to see the NSW Government selected 11 May, the same date as Barker 
published in our 2020 Reimagined model released in March, as the date on which face-to-face 
teaching will be able to recommence. Each school is able to establish their own arrangements, 
and at Barker we are working to implement an appropriate and safe re-entry to face-to-face 
learning. 



                      
  

  

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) 
On 16 April 2020, the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) released 
advice on reducing even further the relatively low risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools in 
preparation for a return to school in Term 2 2020. The principles for schools are based on the 
factors to help staff, students and parents to stop the spread of the virus, stay healthy and to 
stay informed and supported. These factors are:  
 

1. Physical Distancing 

2. Risks to Vulnerable Populations in schools 

3. Hygiene 

4. Routine Care 

5. First Aid 

6. Management of suspected and confirmed cases 

7. Environmental cleaning 

8. Psychological and Physical Well-being 

9. Communication 

The School Leadership Team is addressing each of these factors in all our planning and 
preparation for Term 2. Overall, we are very well placed, and the Barker 2020 Reimagined Plan 
is serving us well.  
 
Barker College Pro-active Deep Cleaning Program 
Barker has engaged cleaning contractors who have commenced a pro-active deep cleaning 
program aimed at cleaning every room and touch surface on the school campus specifically 
including the following; 
 
• Disinfection and wipe down of all door handles, windows and any touch surface with 

hospital grade disinfectant. 

• Use of specialist fogging machines in every room that spray a hospital grade disinfectant 

mist over all surfaces that destroys the COVID-19 virus.  

• Placement of hand sanitiser stations at key locations throughout the School.  

This deep cleaning program is above and beyond any standard suggested cleaning strategy 
and has been implemented to minimise the chances of COVID-19 being present in any of our 
facilities.  
 
We will continue to reinforce strict hygiene protocols to all staff and students and follow all 
Government Health advice. 
 
An invitation to resume learning on campus 
I am pleased to invite all students and staff to resume learning on campus from 11 May.  
We particularly encourage Years Pre-K – 2, Year 7 and Year 12 to resume learning on campus, 
however everyone is welcome. 
 
Next week, you will receive further detailed information about the transition back to on campus 
learning.  
 
For now, let me encourage students to press on with the Personal Interest Project (which, from 
many reports, is progressing brilliantly). Year 11 and 12 students have received learning 
packages from their Deans and I urge them to persist with all commitment. Every hour matters. 
It is time to get back into the work patterns.  
 
Boarders 
We have missed our boarders very much. Boarding families will be contacted next week about 
our plans relating to the re-opening of boarding, mindful of health advice and risk management 
to all students and staff.  
 
 



                      
  

  

Is gratitude possible at a time like this?  
How gratitude can help parents and carers support their children to learn at home 
Dr Kerry Howells from the University of Tasmania believes that the practice of gratitude is one 
of the keys to unlocking positive mental health during a time of challenge. Take a moment to 
read her excellent advice to the parents of Victorian Government schools.  
 
Thank you to the students who have sent little video clips and messages. I have shared them 
with all your teachers. We are all missing you terribly and counting the sleeps until 11 May.  
 
 
Peace 
 
 

 
 
Phillip Heath AM 
Head of Barker College  

https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=720

