
Barker 2020 Reimagined

What if we are in shutdown or lockdown on 11 May? 
If the School is unable to be accessed on 11 May, the online 
learning program will continue in its current form. Depending on 
whether the Government advises of a shutdown or lockdown, we 
will determine whether students are able to return to School or 
continue to receive their online lessons.

What if Schools are fully operational prior to 11 May? 
We consider it unlikely given the current situation that Schools will 
be returning to face-to-face learning onsite from the beginning of 
Term 2. We plan to commence Term 2 on 11 May regardless, either 
face-to-face if this is possible, or in the online learning model.

Will the School be open from 27 April to 8 May to provide care? 
From 27 April, the School can provide supervision/care for 
children of essential frontline workers. Please contact 
reception@barker.nsw.edu.au to indicate your interest.

Our family had a holiday booked during the original school 
holidays, these dates are now falling in Barker 2020 Reimagined 
term time – what can we do? 
We appreciate that some families may have pre-booked holidays 
for the second half of the year. We are happy to be flexible 
around leave arrangements for our students. 

I am a parent/carer of children who go to another school – 
this impacts on our ability to care for them during their school 
holidays – what can we do? 
We have reimagined the term dates to align wherever possible 
with the NSW School Term dates. This means that each half term 
break will align with at least one week of the NSW Department of 
Education School Holiday period. 

Is the School allowed to change term dates? 
As an Independent School, Barker College is fortunate to have 
the flexibility to adjust our School calendar. This has been 
confirmed by both State and Federal Ministers and the 
Department of Education.

Does the School gain any financial benefit from this Reimagined 
Calendar for 2020? 
There is no financial benefit to the School. These changes have 
been implemented to help ease some of the financial pressures 
on our families, by spreading out the billing period for fees. 
Further information was provided by email on 31 March.

Does this impact on sporting events (CAS, ISA, IPSHA, District 
Sport)? 
Sporting associations suspended sporting competition for the 
foreseeable future (at least until 13 June). This will mean that 
the Winter sport season will be disrupted. With the term dates 
that we have reimagined, we can continue to participate in the 
Sporting Association draws as per our normal arrangements, as 
circumstances allow.

Five weeks is a long period of time for students to have as 
holidays so soon after the December/January break. Will they be 
asked to complete any projects during this period?  
Given the length of the Barker 2020 Reimagined upcoming 
non-term time period, students in Pre-K – Year 10 will have the 
opportunity to pursue a student directed Personal Interest Project. 
The School will communicate with you separately with further 
details. A whole School Exhibition of student work is proposed to 
be mounted in May or the nearest time to when normal operation 
resumes. 

Students in Years 11 and 12 will be expected to engage in 
consolidation and preparatory work as delivered on Canvas.

How will Year 12 be impacted? 
This depends on what NESA decides to do with the HSC 
examinations. If they remain in the same place, with the same 
deadline for submission of school assessment marks (including 
practical subjects), then our trial examinations will remain in 
August. Should NESA push the HSC examinations back then we 
would look to do the same with our trial examinations.

NESA has allowed schools to change the nature and weightings of 
their HSC internal tasks this year. Therefore we intend to have an 
assessment block in mid Term 2 that is more in keeping with the 
HSC-style examination. We need to prepare our students as best 
as possible for the HSC examinations and this assessment block 
and the trial examinations will be good dress rehearsals for their 
HSC examinations.

The exact timing of these events depends on any future 
information provided by NESA.

How long will this new term time schedule last? Will it remain in 
place after COVID-19? 
The Barker 2020 Reimagined Calendar is for 2020 only to respond 
to the challenges of COVID-19. The usual four Term Calendar will 
be resumed from 2021.

How does my child stay connected to their peers during this 
extended Easter break holidays? 
Students will continue to have access to the Barker network and 
are encouraged to maintain connection through these platforms. 

What support services are available to my children and how and 
when can we access them? 
Our Counsellors and Learning Support team remain available to 
students throughout the Barker 2020 Reimagined Calendar.

Counselling: Counsellors-BC@barker.nsw.edu.au 
Learning Support: ecampbell@barker.nsw.edu.au 
Careers: mbower@barker.nsw.edu.au or cwillis@barker.nsw.edu.au

Links to resources can be found on the Barker website. Those 
links are regularly reviewed and added to by our Counsellors and 
wellbeing staff.

How will our child’s wellbeing be taken care of over the remainder 
of the year? 
There are a variety of resources that are available on the Student 
Connect Hub on Canvas. The School has balanced the Barker 
2020 Reimagined Calendar with extended half term breaks to 
minimise fatigue. There will continue to be an ongoing focus on 
student wellbeing. 

If I have further questions, who should I ask? 
Please direct any wellbeing concerns to your child’s Head of House 
(Secondary School) or Class Teacher (Junior School). Please direct 
any academic concerns to the respective Dean (Secondary school) 
or Stage or Year Coordinator (Junior School).
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