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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Community Update – Wednesday 25 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Thank you to all members of our community – our students, our staff and our parents - for your 
wonderful efforts and the encouragement that is being provided by all.  
 
Barker online continues to be delivered conscientiously and efficiently by our colleagues. I am 
impressed by how well the students are adapting to the new environment. I am also impressed 
by their resourcefulness and by the speed of their work. Students will soon have work to submit 
from their learning packages and I wish them well as they respond to the challenge of each 
task.  
 
Shape of the Day  
Today, the Secondary School moved to their new “Shape of the Day”, which is designed to be 
more sustainable long term. Transition issues are made more complicated if students miss 
important information that is shared early in the day. There are regular updates provided at 
8.30am and occasionally a morning greeting will be provided by the Head or by Senior Staff. 
These updates will carry information that will be helpful to maximise the benefit of the online 
experience.  I therefore encourage all Secondary School students to be online by 8.30am to 
ensure they can access the information that will help their day flow well.  
 
I remind students that attendance online is essential. We will be ensuring that this new modality 
of learning is strengthening how they “own” their learning.  
 
I would particularly like to commend our Junior School students, who have been working hard 
and sending in some wonderful responses to work, along with some very amusing greetings to 
share. The staff have loved seeing these.  
 
Year 12 Students 
Our Year 12 students completed their English assessment online today and from all accounts 
this went well for the students. I express my gratitude to our Class of 2020 for the way they 
have approached these changes to their assessment block. 
 
Today, our Year 12s were provided with further details regarding their modified assessment 
block from Monday 30 March – Friday 3 April. 
 
Years 7 – 11 
Middle School students were also advised that their official assessment tasks for the 
remainder of Term 1 had been cancelled. This will take effect from tomorrow through to the end 
of Term 1. Middle School teachers may still set these tasks as class exercises, but they will no 
longer have the status of a formal assessment task with all the official rules/penalties/marks. 
 
The Year 10 and 11 remaining assessment tasks have also been reviewed.  Students have 
been notified where some of these tasks have either been postponed or will continue as 
scheduled.  
 
The Year 10 parent/teacher interviews which were due to take place this evening, have of 
course been postponed and families will receive further advice about these interviews, once we 
are in a position to re-schedule.   



                      
  

  

 
 
Care and Support 
Finally, may I remind students and parents that the School remains open to access care and 
support as required. Several students have been working in the Library or in specialist spaces. 
Provided that we adhere to the rules of physical distancing, such visits are very welcome.  The 
School is happy to provide care for families who serve the health services, or related essential 
industries.  
 
To all students – stay focussed and engaged in your learning; get your assessments underway 
and be ready to submit responses to the learning packages. Take time to complete some of the 
wellbeing challenges that have been provided.   
 
Stay well and safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Phillip Heath  
Head of Barker College  


