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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Community Update – Tuesday 24 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
I write today’s update at the end of our first fully online learning day.  Thank you to the many 
parents who have taken the time to write to the School today, to provide feedback on this first 
day of a new way of learning.  I have visited almost every staffroom and spoken with staff (and 
some students) on their virtual lessons. 
 
So much preparatory work was done by our teaching staff, ICT and Digital Learning team in the 
weeks leading up to going fully online.  External influences are however impacting bandwidth 
for some families. This is inevitable while an entire city transitions to new modalities of work 
and learning. For this reason, we are learning to be adaptable and productive, even when 
disruptions occur. I commend students and their families for making contact about concerns in 
a timely way. It is for this reason that we are creating learning packages for students where 
appropriate.  
 
Year 12 students continue to prepare for their assessments. I observed numerous English 
lessons occurring this morning in other years. I also observed the preparation that has been 
dedicated to Music, Visual Arts and D&T. The Junior School has shown wonderful adaptability 
in their Units of Inquiry modules to ensure that they are fit for purpose for such a time. I enjoyed 
hearing the greetings each student gave to their teachers and observing the interactions 
between the students and their teachers.  
 
Further refinements will be implemented in the coming days. I am providing a daily online 
briefing to all staff at the School and the next community update is scheduled for Thursday 26 
March. We continue to monitor developments in the COVID-19 situation and note that there 
has been an increase in the number of confirmed cases in NSW, with some in nearby schools. 
Whilst I greatly lament the empty school, it is a comfort to know that families and students are 
safe. New announcements continue to be made by government authorities and we strive to 
adapt ourselves as circumstances change.  
 
I urge students to establish a learning routine promptly and exercise self-discipline in managing 
their learning each day. Today all Middle and Senior School students will receive ‘Thriving in 
the Online Learning Environment’, which will assist them with their learning schedule for the 
final two weeks of term. These documents can be found under Further Information and Useful 
Links here.  The School will make early contact with families if we observe a student not 
engaging with the work provided in the online space.  
 
Sports Program 
Early next week, students will receive further information about how they can access a range of 
health and fitness videos, that our Strength & Conditioning staff have been filming this week.  In 
addition, sport specific programs for students are also being created this week.  We want to 
keep our students physically active during this period of online learning, so keep an eye out for 
more details about how your child will be able to access these. 
 
Compass and Duke of Edinburgh Programs 
Both these programs have been suspended in light of the current situation and the cancellation 
of camps and all co-curricular activities. 
 

https://www.barker.college/news-events/latest-news/latest-information-coronavirus-covid-19


                      
  

  

 
Barker Buses 
With all students now officially online, the Barker buses will not run after Friday 27 March for 
the remainder of the term. 
 
Concluding Remarks 
The School remains open for those families who may need assistance or for whom working at 
home is difficult. A small number of students availed themselves of this opportunity today and it 
was lovely to see them.  
 
Please be mindful of the links to wellbeing resources provided in our previous updates. 
Maintain close contact with your child’s class teacher or Head of House if you are concerned 
about any matters. 
 
And please stay well and safe.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Phillip Heath  
Head of Barker College  


