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As readers would be aware a number of schools have experienced closures due to cases 

associated with COVID19. Parents and students might be wondering how we might manage 

classes should the school be closed for any period of time. 

For a closure of a day (similar to the Epping High case) then staff will catch students up on 

the following day. Any assessment tasks will be rescheduled and we will operate school as 

usual on the resumption. 

A number of senior staff, including Heads of Department, have developed a plan to 

accommodate learning through a longer closure. We have developed a workable plan that 

will allow students to work from home and maintain progress through our courses. 

Remote Learning 

Should the School be required to close and move into remote learning for a temporary 

period of time, students will be delivered lesson material through our learning management 

system, Canvas. Already we have appointed “course leaders” among the staff to be 

responsible for each course. Course leaders will coordinate the distribution of work through 

Canvas on a cohort basis. This means all students in a particular course will receive similar 

material. 

The class teacher will follow up with their classes using Canvas, OneNote, email etc.. They 

will continue to provide feedback and assistance but through an online environment. 

In summary: 
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Class work will be metered out to students according to the number of periods for that 

particular subject. It will be distributed evenly through any period of closure. 

Staff will check work and mark it where appropriate. The point of contact between home and 

school will continue to be the Head of House. There is an expectation that students will be 

completing and submitting work. 

This is obviously an extraordinary situation and we need to have reasonable expectations on 

students and staff. The experience presented to students will be different to the usual 
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experience, and we need to acknowledge that. Staff will continue to work through normal 

office hours. 

Year 12 Assessment Block 

With regard to the assessment program, should the school be closed in Weeks 10, 11 of this 

term, we will postpone the Year 12 Assessment block to Weeks 1 and 2 of Term 2. In the 

last two weeks HSC students will be taught as above. Assessment tasks that are postponed 

will not cover material taught off site. For other year groups, unless there is scope for online 

submission, assessment tasks will be suspended. Depending on the length of closure, 

changes to the Year 7 – 11 assessment program may need to be made. 

We are confident NESA will provide assessment advice on the event of a closure. 

Advice for Parents of Students During a School Closure 

Students will be expected to engage with work distributed to them through Canvas and 

interact with their class teacher. As work is being delivered through our learning 

management system, Canvas, on a whole cohort basis, it will not follow each students’ 

individual timetable. However, teachers will be available during their usual timetable classes 

and be able to accept work, provide feedback and answer questions via email, OneNote 

(where it is currently used in class) and Canvas. 

The advice to parents when supervising students at home is that they have a designated 

area where the student can work without interruption. We advise that students should follow 

their usual Barker timetable – that is, when they have Mathematics (for example) they 

complete their mathematics work. Should they have any questions then they can email their 

teacher. Teachers will be monitoring the work returned to them and will follow up with the 

students’ Head of House if no work is being completed. Lesson material is being delivered 

progressively through Canvas in line with the number of periods for that subject. These will 

be staggered evenly through any closure so as not to overload a student in any particular 

subject at a point in time. 

We pray that we do not need to put any of the above in place. However, it is prudent that we 

are ready for any such eventuality and I want to reassure parents and students that a good 

deal of planning has been put in place. The School has done a lot in the past couple of years 

to be in this position where we are confident that students can keep up with work via remote 

learning. 
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