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We acknowledge the Dharug and Darkinjung peoples who  
are the traditional custodians of the land on which Barker College and  

Darkinjung Barker stand. We pay respect to the Elders past, present and  
emerging of the Dharug and Darkinjung nations and extend that respect  

to other Indigenous people within the Barker College community.

Mission
An Anglican community inspiring
every learner
every experience
every day

Values
Commitment
Compassion
Courage
Integrity
Respect

Vision
To be a leader in Christian 
education that is characterised by  
a global vision that inspires hope

Honor Non Honores



Darkinjung Barker continues to show what can be 
achieved when children are educated in a setting which 
is culturally appropriate and focused on their individual 
needs.

New Wellbeing initiatives have strengthened our resolve 
to bring in a renewed vision of what it means to live in 
community together – to strengthen the ‘red thread’ 
that binds us and drives us in our pursuit of care for our 
students, each other and the School.

Work on the Rosewood Centre is progressing well and 
we are excited about the opportunities this new sports 
and learning precinct will provide for both our students 
and community once opened in early 2020.

Thank you for your continued support in 2019 of the 
Great Cause of Barker.

Peace

 
Phillip Heath AM
Head of Barker College
BA (Hons), MA (Hons), DipEd, FACE, FACEL (ACT), HFTGN

T
he Year in Review celebrates the effort and 
achievement of all our students and staff during 
2019. There are many important moments in any 
school, to be sure.  However, the quality of a 

strong culture such as we enjoy at Barker, is not confined 
to the triumphs and the great moments, as much as we 
enjoy them.  The quiet and even unnoticed illustrations of 
effort and courage made by our students, even when no 
one is watching, is where we wish to shine most brightly.

2019 has once again given us much to be thankful for 
as a School community.  We have celebrated many 
moments both in and outside of the classrooms.  From 
the commencement of coeducation in our Year 3 classes, 
to stirring sporting success and debating triumphs.

The candidacy phase for our application for our Junior 
School to officially become an International Baccalaureate 
World School is almost complete and we look forward 
to this outcome. This year also heralded a new era for 
our Middle School team with the appointment of new 
Deans of Middle School and the expansion of the House 
system from 8 to 16 Houses. 

From the Head

2019 Year in Review • 1



2 • 2019 Year in Review



T
he academic program is the core business of any 
school and the teaching staff at Barker College 
are committed to a whole-school approach 
to curriculum development and delivery; the 

material of the curriculum being various and flexible 
enough to cater for the needs of every student. 

Student enrichment and extension this year included:

Participation by students from Years 5 – 11 in the da Vinci 
Decathlon. The Year 11 team were awarded first place 
in the Cartography area of the competition. Training 
sessions were held in the lead up to the competition with 
positive partnerships developed between the Junior and 
Senior School teams.

Plans to continue to connect students with like-minded 
peers throughout the School are being developed.  This 
will provide further opportunities for students interested 
in applying and extending their creative and critical 
thinking around challenging ideas to meet together and 
mentor each other.

Three Barker teams were entered in the national AI 
for Good Challenge, which provides an opportunity 
for Australian high school students to learn about AI, 
understand the ethics behind this technology and dream 
up an AI solution to make the world better.

In Term 2, a Supervised Study program was introduced 
for Senior students aimed at providing a focused study 
environment for students and to support students to 
develop better study habits. The study sessions are 
supervised by high performing ex-students who mentor 
and provide study and revision advice, as well as offering 
some subject specific support. More than 100 students 
have participated in the program since its inception.

In Term 3, nine students completed academic courses 
in either Law, Medicine, Science or English Literature 
during an Academic Tour to Cambridge.  Throughout 
the program, the Barker students were provided with a 
Cambridge undergraduate who acted as a mentor.

The Year 12 Student Academic Committee organised 
and delivered revision sessions for the entire Year 12 
cohort following their HSC Trial examinations. The day 
began with a presentation “The Finish Line” from Elevate 
preparing students for the final weeks before the HSC 
examination targeting both study advice and wellbeing 
tips. High achievers from various subjects also presented 
to their peers, giving tips and providing knowledge 
on how they prepare for exams. Most impressive were 
the English Advanced and English Standard revision 
seminars where students presented to more than 150 of 
their peers. 
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As part of the transition to coeducation, a new uniform 
for boys and girls was introduced for the Years 3 – 6 
students, which is both modern, stylish and trans-seasonal.

The Junior School has continued on the path towards 
authorisation as a World IB School.  Following 
an Authorisation visit in Term 4, a report and 
recommendations were made regarding Barker’s 
application and suitability for authorisation.  Once the 
School receives the authorisation, Barker will officially 
become an IB World School for the program.

Our teaching and learning programs are fully incorporating 
inquiry pedagogy and students have continued to engage 
positively with inquiry and are effectively building their 
knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes around the 
central ideas into which they inquire.

The increasing demand for places at Darkinjung 
Barker, saw the addition of a demountable classroom 
to the site in Term 3, to allow our current students to 
have the room they need to grow and to allow us to 
repurpose the Nyang Shack as a breakout space and 
staffroom. In Semester 2 we built on the success (to 
date) of our Darkinjung to Middle School transition 
program by focussing on relationships between 
Secondary School staff and the current Year 5 and 6 
students and their families. 

The Junior School has been at the forefront of the School’s 
transition to full coeducation. This year, the first coeducation cohort 
commenced in Year 3 with 16 girls beginning their Barker journey.  
Enrolments have grown to 525 for the first time with 26 classes.

Junior School
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Martin Lubrano

Head of Junior School 
(Pre-K to Year 6 Hornsby and Darkinjung Barker)



Academic and Service Partnerships

•	 STEAM classes as part of the academic program, were 
added to the Year 3 curriculum.

•	 Italian classes increased to one hour per week.

•	 Burn Bright visited Year 6 and engaged them in team 
building games that encouraged positive rapport 
between the students as part of their inquiry into 
‘Understanding changes allows us to be resilient and 
make informed choices.’ 

•	 Students from Years 1 – 5 participated in the NESA 
WriteOn 2019 competition - an annual writing 
competition open to all primary students in NSW 
from Years 1 – 6. WriteOn provides students with the 
opportunity to become published authors.

•	 Two Year 5/6 teams participated in the 2019 daVinci 
Decathlon at Knox Grammar School. Students 
competed in teams of eight across ten disciplines: 
engineering, mathematics and chess, code breaking, 
art and poetry, science, English, ideation, creative 
producers, cartography and general knowledge.

•	 The Barker Journey - A ten-year project tracking the 
current Year 3 cohort on their journey through Barker 
was launched. 

•	 Supported Brain Cancer Research during Term 1 with a 
crazy hat fundraising day and many offered additional 
sponsorship of Year 4 teacher Mr Hosford who once 
again competed in the Bike Ride for Brain Cancer. 

•	 Students supported the “Adopt a Farmer” campaign 
with a mufti day in Term 2. In a great show of support 
for the rural community throughout NSW, the Junior 
School and Darkinjung Barker raised just over $2700. 
Money was donated through Rural Aid.

•	 Two Year 5 and two Year 6 students attended a 
Designing Minds workshop at Roseville College, 
where they worked in teams to generate ideas 
quickly, respectfully argue, persuade, compromise and 
negotiate to eventually agree on one idea that they 
would prototype.

•	 Support for TEAR Australia as part of the Year 6 Games 
& Activities Day in Term 4.

Junior School
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•	 Two Year 6 students attended the Northside Gifted 
and Talented Network: Beat that Drum at Wideview 
Public School. The workshop explored African and 
Eastern rhythms and melodies, playing djembes, 
African percussion, glockenspiels and more.

•	 Eight students attended a Kids Conference at 
Newington College Lindfield, which was titled 
“The Amazing Brain”. The day featured a range of 
workshops - Music and the Brain, The Stroop Test, 
Memory Museum and STEAM Challenge - then 
finished with a presentation about the anatomy of the 
brain by a professor from UNSW.

•	 THINKERING CLUB established for students in Years 
4 – 6 to work on challenging and intriguing problems 
during lunchtime.  The Club provides an excellent 
opportunity for deep thinkers to work with like-minded 
peers across grades.

•	 Students participated in the first Inter-School Drone 
Challenge with students from Abbotsleigh, Knox and 
Ravenswood.

•	 Supported by the RSPCA, Michael (Year 3) and Finn 
(Year 5), created fundraising events to raise money to 
curb world Deforestation.  These initiatives came out of 
action from their learning in units of inquiry.

•	 Unveiling of the ‘Together in Learning. Together in Life’ 
statue to mark the beginning of full coeducation at 
Barker.

Co-curricular 

•	 Debating teams performed well in the ISDA 
competition. 

•	 Junior School students were invited to participate in 
displays at the VEX Robotics exhibition as part of the 
EduTech Exhibition held at the ICC Exhibition Hall at 
Darling Harbour. This is the biggest exhibition of its kind 
in the Southern Hemisphere with over 250 exhibitors. 

•	 VEX Robotics teams qualified for the National 
Championships held in Adelaide.

•	 Strong interest in the IGNITE co-curricular program 
with over 200 students enrolled across K – 6. Ignite 
dance programs this year included Ballet (K – 2) as 
well as Jazz (K – 2) and, Jazz Theatre (3 – 6) and Hip 
Hop (K – 2 and 3 – 6). There are 86 children enrolled 
in dance programs.

•	 New playground equipment was opened in the OBA 
Courtyard. In addition, outdoor table tennis tables  
were installed.

Outdoor education experiences

•	 Pre-K to Year 1 – Crusaders onsite program (1 day)

•	 Year 2 – Parent and child Camp at Somerset (1 night)

•	 Years 3 and 4 and Darkinjung Barker Years 3 and 4 – 
Galston (2 nights)

•	 Year 5 and Darkinjung Barker Years 5 and 6 – 
Waterslea/Koloona (2 nights)

•	 Year 6 – Somerset (3 nights)

Junior School
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Sport

•	 Year 3 students participated in a weekly gross motor 
and fundamental skills development program in 
addition to their regular PDHPE program.

•	 Pre-K to Year 2 PE classes focused on the development 
of Fundamental movement skills, which are the 
“building blocks” for more complex and specialised 
skills that children will need throughout their lives to 
competently participate in different games, sports 
and recreational activities. These included balance, 
locomotor movements and ball skills. 

•	 Successful House carnivals in Swimming (Years 3 – 6), 
Athletics (Pre-K to Year 6) and Cross Country (Pre-K  
to Year 6) with Darkinjung Barker students involved in 
all carnivals.

•	 Girls Got Game, a multi-skills program was introduced 
for Year 3 girls in Term 1.

•	 Barker entered its first Netball team into the Year 3 
IPSHA draw in Term 2.

•	 Barker entered an AFL and a Touch Football team 
from Year 3 in the IPSHA Girls’ Term 3 draws and a 
Basketball team in the Term 4 draws. 

•	 Winter Sport Development sessions in Rugby, Football 
and AFL before school on Tuesdays during the season 
were extremely well attended.

Cross Country

•	 IPSHA Cross Country – Louis Withford-Cave placed 9th 
in the 9 years 2000m, Cooper Robb-Jackson placed 1st 
in 11 years AWD Multi-class 2000m and, Cooper Phillips 
3rd in the 12 years 3000m. 

•	 NSWCIS Cross Country – Louis Withford-Cave 6th 8/9 
years 2000m, Cooper Robb-Jackson 1st in the 11 years 
AWD Multi-class, Cooper Phillips 3rd in the 11 years 
3000m.

•	 PSSA Cross Country – Cooper Phillips placed 23rd 
in the 12yrs 3000m event, Cooper Robb-Jackson 
placed 2nd in the 11yrs Multi-class 2000m event, Louis 
Withford-Cave placed 41st in the 9yrs 2000m event. 

•	 SSA National Cross Country Championships – Cooper 
Robb-Jackson placed 4th in the 2km U/11 Para Athlete 
boys’ race. He also claimed a Gold Medal in the team 
event with our NSW boys finishing 1st, 3rd and 4th in 
that race. Cooper also competed in the 1km time trial, 
placing 3rd.

2019 Year in Review • 7



Athletics 

•	 Barker hosted its first Junior School Girls Invitational 
Athletics Carnival – Abbotsleigh, Roseville College and 
Loreto Normanhurst. 

•	 Emma Lukell (Year 3) won the Barker Bolt, a 100m 
handicap event from the best sprinters across the 
School. Tristan McIntosh (Y5) placed 3rd. 

•	 At the IPSHA Athletics Championships the Barker 
team competed very well with 13 athletes qualifying to 
compete at NSW CIS. 

•	 CIS Athletics Championships – Alex Lukell 1st place 
in the Junior High Jump. Cooper Phillips – 3rd Place 
12 years 1500m, Cooper Robb-Jackson – 1st place in 
11 years AWD Multiclass 200m, 800m, Shot Put and 
Discus, and 2nd place in 100m; Emma Lukell 2nd place 
Junior High Jump; Junior 4x100m relay (Lambert Liu, 
Eric Qui, Jack Woodrow and Zach Yerbury) 4th place.  

•	 Cooper Robb-Jackson placed 2nd in the 11 years 
Multiclass AWD 800m at the School Sport Australia 
National Athletics Championships in Darwin. He also 
placed 6th in the Long Jump and was a member of the 
NSW Relay team which placed 1st. 

NSW PSSA Athletics

•	 Alex Lukell 1st in Junior High Jump equalling the State 
Record of 1.55m

•	 Cooper Robb-Jackson 3rd Multiclass AWD 800m,  
7th Long Jump, 11th Multiclass AWD 200m, 12th 100m

•	 Nick Letarac 6th 11 years Discus

•	 Cooper Phillips 9th 12 years 1500m

•	 Ben Heytman 10th 12 years Discus

•	 Emma Lukell, 13th 10 years High Jump

Swimming

•	 Junior School had five swimmers compete at NSW CIS 
Championships. Nicholas Gallagher placed 4th 11 years 
50m Butterfly, 5th 11 years 50m Freestyle and 9th 11 
years 50m Breaststroke; Harrison Woodrow placed 2nd 
11 years 50m Freestyle; Jack Mercer placed  
3rd 11 years 50m Breaststroke; William 
Qin placed 18th in the 8 years 50m 
Freestyle; Cooper Robb-Jackson placed 
2nd 11-13years 50 Freestyle, 1st 11-13 
years 50m Breaststroke, 2nd 11-13 years 
50 Backstroke and 2nd in the Open 
100m Freestyle

•	 NSW PSSA Championships. Nicholas Gallagher placed 
12th 11 years 50m Butterfly; Harrison Woodrow placed 
5th 11 years 50m Freestyle; Jack Mercer placed 12th 
11 years 50m Breaststroke; Freestyle Cooper Robb-
Jackson placed 9th 11-13 years 50 Freestyle, 3rd 11-13 
years 50 Breaststroke, 9th 11-13 years 50 Backstroke and 
9th Open 100m Freestyle.

•	 One Year 6 swimmer (Harrison Woodrow) swam at 
CAS Championships as part of the Senior School 
team. Harrison placed 3rd in the 12 years 50m Freestyle 
Division event. 

Diving 

•	 NSWCIS Championships. Lachlan Abbott – 1st 12 
years Springboard, 1st Open platform and Diver of the 
Championships; JJ 1st 10 years Springboard.

•	 NSW PSSA Championships. JJ placed 1st in the 10 years 
Springboard event and Lachlan Abbott placed 1st in 
the 12 years Springboard event and 1st in the Open 
(Up to 13 years) Platform event. 

•	 Lachlan Abbott qualified to compete at the Australian 
Elite Junior Championships (NSW Institute of Sport 
team) in Brisbane in June and the Pacific Junior 
Diving Championships (NSWIS team) in New Zealand 
in August.

•	 Diving – Lachlan Abbott (Year 6) and JJ were members 
of the CAS Diving team for Senior School. Lachlan 
placed 1st in the Junior (Years 7 and 8) event and 2nd 
in the Intermediate (Years 9 and 10). JJ (Year 4) placed 
10th in the Junior event.

•	 SSA Diving – Lachlan Abbott (Year 6) placed 1st 
in the 12 years Springboard and also in the 10-12 
years Platform event as well as a 2nd in the 12 years 
knockout event at the School Sport Australia Diving 
Championships held in Melbourne. JJ (Year 4) placed 
2nd in the 10 years Springboard and 2nd in the 10 
years Knockout event. Incredible performances from 
our Junior School divers. A National Champion and a 
National Runner-up.

Junior School
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Representatives 

•	 Nicholas Kotarac represented NSWCIS at the PSSA 
Softball Championships 

•	 Rugby – Matthew Harrison and Luc Wheen were 
selected into the IPSHA squad to participate at the CIS 
Rugby trials.

•	 Hockey – Luke Tait attended the CIS Hockey trials, our 
first ever trialist in this sport. 

•	 Softball – Nicholas Kotarac (Year 5) selected in the CIS 
Softball Team. 

•	 Gymnastics - IPSHA - Brodie Haesloop (level 7);  
JJ (level 3); Sophie Fennell (level 1); Ivy Wu (level 1)

•	 Gymnastics - Brodie Haesloop (Year 6) competed in 
the NSW State team (Level 7 Under 13) at the National 
Gymnastics Championships winning a Team Gold 
medal. Brodie contributed with some personal best 
scores on apparatus and an excellent rings routine and 
finished 16th all around in his first year competing in 
Level 7. 

General

•	 18 Basketball teams, 11 Cricket teams and six Tennis 
teams participated in the IPSHA boys’ Summer draws. 
In addition, a tennis development squad operated as 
well as a Year 3 boys’ skill development program.

•	 Six Rugby teams, 20 Football teams and two AFL teams 
participated in the IPSHA boys’ Winter draws. 

•	 40 Year 6 students toured Perth on the Winter Sports 
Tour playing Rugby, AFL and Football games against 
Wesley College, Scotch College and Guildford 
Grammar School.  

Snowsports

•	 19 students from Junior School competed in the 
Northern NSW Interschools Championships. 
Dylan Dobson (4th), Hugo Leim (15th) and Owynn 
Englebrecht placed 1st in Division 4 Snowboard GS 
and 3rd in the Snowboard Cross with Hugo (8th) and 
Dylan 11th). Cooper Cook placed 7th in Division 5 
Moguls and Callum Cook was 6th in Division 4. The 
Division 4 Moguls team of Callum and Ben Heytman 
placed 4th. All of these competitors qualified for the 
State Championship.

•	 The Primary Co Ed Snowsports team achieved a 
very creditable equal 6th at the Northern Region 
Championships held at Perisher. A great performance 
with only one female skier. 

•	 NSW Snowsports Championships – The Div 4 Moguls 
Team of Callum Cook (19th) and Ben Heytman (45th) 
placed 11th overall. The Div 4 Snowboard Team of 
Dylan Dobson, Hugo Leim, Owynn Englebrecht 
finished 8th in both the Snowboard Cross and GS 
events. In Div 5 Moguls Cooper Cook placed 15th, and 
30th in Div 5 Ski cross. 

•	 Australian Snowsports Championships – Callum Cook 
placed 22nd in Div 4 Moguls. Cooper Cook placed 
46th in Div 5 Moguls.

Junior School
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Darkinjung Barker
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•	 28 students at Darkinjung Barker

•	 Biggest intake of Kindergarten children with 8 children 
beginning their formal school education at the School.

•	 Student growth continues in Literacy and Numeracy

•	 Champion Life introduced for children in Years 4 – 6. 
Champion Life aims to improve the overall health and 
wellbeing of the school community with weekly health 
and fitness challenges to complete. Inspirational life 
messages from real-life role models encourage and 
support students to learn about their own emotions, 
values, character strengths and capacities. 

•	 A Year 11 Science class visited Yarramalong 
investigating Indigenous survival and land connections. 
It was a wonderful day of cross-cultural collaboration 
and learning. 

•	 Books in Homes Reading program – Susanne 
Gervay, Author of I Am Jack – Bullying! No Way! 
and Elephants have Wings, was the Books in Homes 
Ambassador for Term 1. Term 2 books were presented 
by Dub Leffler, an Aboriginal man from Quirindi and 
Author/ Illustrator of children’s books, including ‘Once 
there was a boy’. Media personality, Steve Liebmann, 
presented the books in Term 4.

•	 Aura Parker, author and illustrator visited Yarramalong 
to share some of her work with the children as well 
as conduct a workshop on how she develops her 
illustrations. 

•	 DLALC Cultural officers conducted activities as part 
of NAIDOC Week celebrations at the Yarramalong 
campus.

•	 Students performed at the opening of the new NAISDA 
Dance Grounds at Kariong as well as the Hornsby Shire 
NAIDOC Week celebrations and the Barker College 
NAIDOC Week special Sound Stage Assembly.

•	 The children learnt about the Nyikina people from 
North-Western Australia in conjunction with the 
Sharing Stories Foundation. They used a story, spoken 
in language and English about Woonyoomboo – The 
Night Heron. The focus was on deep connections 
between country, culture and identity for the Nyikina 
people. This children spoke to local Darkinjung Elders 
using their knowledge and stories as a comparison to 
the Nyikina people.

•	 Students held a Teddy Bears picnic to raise money for 
Bear Cottage.  

•	 Darkinjung Barker 4x50m Freestyle relay (Denvah 
Carew, Marlee Chambers, Eliza Champley and Amelia 
Champley) won the small schools relay (enrolments 
between 25 and 50 students) at NSW Combined 
Independent Schools and set a new CIS record. The 
team also went on to compete at the NSWPSSA 
Swimming Championships. 

•	 Music instrumental program at Hornsby each fortnight 
with students learning ukulele. 

•	 Cultural time on Monday afternoon facilitated by the 
DLALC Culture and Heritage Officers

•	 Hornsby Years 3 and 4 and Darkinjung Barker Years 3 
and 4 camp – Galston (2 nights)

•	 Hornsby Year 5 and Darkinjung Barker Years 5 and 6 – 
Waterslea (2 nights)

•	 Hosted the Variety Bash Car Rally’s first stop. 
Approximately 100 cars and nearly 300 drivers enjoyed 
a visit to the School. Variety donated a cubby house, a 
bbq and a gazebo for the School. Over $1000 raised 
by students for Variety in support of the Bash.  

•	 The Darkinjung Barker Small schools relay team of 
Marlee Chambers, Eliza Champley, Allan Lardner and 
Isaac Culverson placed 1st at the IPSHA Championships 
and 1st at the NSW CIS qualifying them for the PSSA 
State Championships. 

•	 Students and staff dressed up for Jersey Day to 
promote awareness of The Organ and Tissue  
Authority and the DONATE LIFE network.
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Middle School
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Such reforms have enabled greater levels of support and 
guidance for Middle School students.  Working closely 
with the Heads of House, Heads of Department and 
subject co-ordinators, the Deans are assisting students to 
meet their academic requirements and potential.

Middle School students have had another strong year 
of learning, with positive engagement in a number of 
Guided Inquiry units of work across many subjects. A 
key priority has been the promotion of the importance 
of feedback in the learning process. A shift towards 
formative assessment, particularly in Years 7 and 8, 
and the use of more qualitative feedback has assisted 
students identify their learning preferences and strengths.

Our Middle School Seniors continued their work in the 
Barker community with positive engagement in Time 
Out Basketball, interaction and play with Junior School 
students and a variety of service responsibilities around 
the School campus.

Towards the end of Term 3, the much anticipated Middle 
School quad was officially opened to students and this 
new space provides much needed shade and seating for 
the students. Since its opening, the refurbished space is 
proving a popular gathering area, as well as the site for 
several events and performances by the Middle School 
rock band.

A new Wellbeing Program was introduced through 
Connect time and groups explored overarching themes 
such as Peer Relations, Cyber Safety, Organisation (Year 
7); Challenge, Adventure, Friendship (Year 8) and Men of 
Honour (Year 9).

Considerable work was also undertaken in 2019 to 
prepare for the first coeducational cohort of students 
in Year 7 2020 with several information and orientation 
events held for families and incoming students.

James Denton

Head of Middle School

2019 heralded a new era for the Middle School team with the 
appointment of three Deans of the Middle School and the 
expansion of the House system from eight to 16 Houses.



Middle SchoolMiddle School
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Middle School
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Academic and Service Partnerships

Eight students from Year 7 and 8 participated in a Ship 
Ed event hosted by Atlassian. Students worked through 
a design thinking process in a ‘hackathon’ that mirrored 
Atlassian’s own processes for making changes to their 
business. The challenge was to use design thinking 
processes to address the question of ‘How can we future 
proof schools’. One of the two Barker teams won the day 
for the best idea presented which centred on timetabling 
into each week, times for self-directed, creative and 
interactive learning. This would be supported by online 
lesson access which would enable students to explore 
creative and innovative projects.

The Year 9 Languages evening allowed students from all 
four languages to demonstrate their knowledge and skills 
in an evening of cultural celebration, including Japanese 
dancing, Chinese poetry, Latin reading and a French film.

Year 9 students enjoyed the challenging presentation by 
Glenn Gerreyn entitled ‘Men of Honour’.

A Middle School Wellbeing Parent Forum allowed 
parents to meet the new Middle School team and foster 
the all-important contact and communication between 
parents and the pastoral care and academic team in the 
Middle School.

OBA Spirit Awards were awarded to those students who 
in the areas of sport, music and debating, embodied the 
spirit of ‘Honour non Honors’. 

The Head of Middle School Award was presented to 
Donovan Bradshaw Year 9 Wade House, for outstanding 
commitment and success in Athletics at Barker and at 
state and national levels.

Nicholas Fazl – Year 9 May House, was named  
Head Senior 2019.

the ‘Da Vinci Decathlon’ – The Da Vinci program at Knox 
Grammar provided a fantastic opportunity for Middle 
School students to participate in a range of challenging 
and interdisciplinary activities.

‘Project Rockit’ – students participated in this program 
designed to foster in young people respect, acceptance, 
creative expression and real leadership skills. The 
program encouraged our students to lead positive 
change at school, online and beyond.

Year 7 students participated in the ‘Safe on Social’ program 
which aims to educate young people on cyber safety, 
online information security and risk management skills so 
that their online experience is safe, legal and ethical.

Year 8 students engaged in the Elevate Study Skills 
program designed to increase organisation, students’ 
efficiency and effectiveness in the learning process.

Students observed NAIDOC week and celebrated our 
Indigenous culture. The theme of ‘Voice, Treaty, Truth’ 
was explored in a variety of settings during the week.

R U OK? Day activities – Middle School Seniors 
supported the schoolwide interest in raising awareness 
of mental health issues by running a dodge ball 
competition. Students from all Houses were represented, 
but the winners on the day were the Dean Team with 
special guest appearance from our Director of Basketball, 
Mr Steve Carfino.

Maths Week – Middle School students celebrated Maths 
Week with enthusiastic participation in the Inquisitive 
Minds activities and were educated, challenged 
and entertained by special guest, Adam Spencer’s 
presentation.

‘Sun Safe’ student ambassador program in association 
with the Melanoma Institute Australia provided an 
excellent reminder and informative resources for school 
on the importance of sun protection for all Australians.

Year 9 Global Studies students visit to China – An 
International Youth Summit was held in Shanghai, China 
in Term 4. Members of the Year 9 Global Studies class 
attended the Summit and were required to research and 
present on a range of global issues.  Their presentations 
were outstanding, especially given they were placed 
together by students from five countries with four 
languages who had only met each other three days 
earlier.  Students also attended the 25th anniversary 
celebration for Suzhou Foreign Language School, and 
then spent some time in Shanghai.
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Co-curricular

Teen Ranch for Year 7 students provided an excellent 
mid-term break and an opportunity for students to 
socialise and build stronger relationships with staff in 
each House.

The introduction of eight additional new  
Houses saw new House shirts, banners  
and colours on display and the first Year 7-12 House 
Athletics carnival was held.

The Middle School rock band performances in the  
newly created quadrangle were a hit with students at 
lunch times.

The inaugural House Public Speaking competition saw 
speakers in Year 7, 8 and 9 preparing responses to  
a range of thought provoking topics such as - 

What we really need in the world is…

If I could go back in time…

My biggest concern for the future is...

The secret to life is…

Being young is over-rated.

The best advice ever received is…

The standard of speaking was excellent and  
Butters House was named the overall Champion.

House basketball was a great success which encouraged 
maximum participation and engendered great House 
spirit.

Lisa Sthalekar – House Patron, visited Barker and 
students were able to hear her life story, play cricket on 
Main Oval and enjoyed a BBQ lunch.
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As always, we had a wonderful group of Year 12 students 
who grew into exceptional leaders. Their year was 
highlighted by brilliant art works, stunning drama pieces, 
heroic and memorable sporting achievements.  With the 
theme of, Connect the College, the leaders encouraged 
all students to get involved in the numerous events across 
the School and connect with different year groups.

Once again, the many leadership and service 
opportunities on offer, helped students from Years 
10 -12 to learn how they can be involved in Christian 
Service, Social Justice and Environmental Projects.  A new 
initiative introduced for our Year 10 students included 
a program called Walk the Talk, centring on respectful 
relationships through Enlighten Education. It was a 
delight to see our Year 12 student Academic Committee 

organise and deliver revision sessions for the entire 
Year 12 cohort following their HSC Trial examinations. 
The students presented with such deep knowledge and 
understanding and more importantly was their desire to 
help their peers and to drive their own initiative. From 
experience, cohorts who have worked collaboratively, 
have experienced great success.

Not only for our Year 12 students, but also for our Year 10 
and 11 students, I still think it is worth remembering the 
words of Glen Gerreyn, “Don’t be afraid to fail.  If you 
do…pick yourselves up, dust yourselves off and try again. 
Let nothing steal your dreams.”

David Giltrap

Head of Senior School

Senior School
A Senior School student at Barker has so many opportunities to 
be part of so many wonderful activities. 2019 was no exception 
for our Year 10 – 12 students.
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Years 10 – 12 Highlights

The Year 12 leaders and the Chaplaincy team welcomed 
over 200 Year 10 students to Barker on the first weekend 
of Term 1 at Galston. This was our biggest camp to date 
and was a wonderful weekend for the Year 10 students as 
they gained an understanding of how the Senior School 
works at Barker.

O Week for Year 11 students ran from 29-30 January and 
was an excellent program with 12 presenters and over 210 
students in attendance.

Year 11 students participated in a training weekend 
facilitated by Grip Leadership in preparation for  their 
induction as student leaders.

Kira Trahana competed in the UN Youth Voice event, 
where she presented two policy speeches on “how the 
international community can more effectively process 
asylum seekers” and “how Australia can increase its 
relevance in the modern Asia-Pacific”. Although none of 
the NSW participants placed individually, NSW was the 
winning state and Kira was ranked first in NSW.

Textiles and Drama Presentation Evening - was an 
excellent evening with some wonderful creations on 
show, as well as some excellent Dance performances by 
the Barker Troupe.

Year 12 Visual Arts Exhibition, DT &IT Exhibition, 
Drama Showcase, Music Performance Evenings and 
the Extension English and Science presentations all 
contributed to a wonderful atmosphere of celebration of 
hard work and creativity in Term 3.

15 students from English Extension 2 launched their 
Major Works on Wednesday, August 28. There was a 
huge range of work from short stories about the raising 
of the Endeavour, the excavation of the Rose Theatre, 
the building of the Harbour Bridge and the Culper Spy 
Ring; from critical responses on 1Q84 by Murakami to a 
ficto-critical response on Julian Barnes’ Flaubert’s Parrot, 
as well as a powerful video about sailing and family 
relationships. There was also a highly engaging speech 
on the rhetoric of Trump and Putin.

The “Barker Big Finish”, provided support for Year 12 
students during the October term break, assisting them 
with their final preparations for the HSC examinations.
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NSW Young Science and Engineering  
competition – Barker won five awards at this  
competition where several Year 12 Design and 
Technology major design projects were submitted.

3rd Place Nathan Chan, Float Buddy

Highly Commended

Emma Leggett-Budden, EzyLift

Fergus Hudson, Flood Watch

Will Spargo, Bench Safe

Rohan Fahey, The AutoBin

Art Express – Cherine Litster, Charlie Stuart and Jess 
Smith were nominated for their exemplary HSC artworks.

Leadership and Service

•	 The Burn Bright Leadership Training Day on 30 January 
saw Prefects, Co-curricular and House Captains 
participate in a Leadership Training Workshop to build 
team work, capacity and plan for the coming year.

•	 A small group of Prefects and Year 11 Monitors 
commenced Lunchtime Shine – a weekly lunchtime 
group for female Year 3 students – to foster 
connections and create a positive environment in 
Junior School.

•	 Year 10 students volunteered as leaders on the Year 8 
Grange outdoor education program.

•	 A small group of Year 10 students assisted with the co-
ordination of Prep School Athletics Carnival on Friday 
15 March. Another group participated and served at 
the Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Women’s Shelter Dinner at 
Hornsby RSL on Friday 8 March.

•	 Year 11 monitors helped support and cheer on 
students from the Clarke Road School at their annual 
Athletics Carnival, Swimming Carnival and Bush Dance.

•	 The Barker community, in partnership with Anglicare, 
Hornsby Connect and St Peter’s Anglican, donated 
hampers to people in need in the local community.   

•	 This year each House chose a charity to support. 
Throughout the year students participated in a number 
of fundraising activities through their House including 
Daffodil Day, The Bob ‘Tug’ Wilson Walk and the 
Sydney Stair Climb Challenge.

•	 During Red Week in June, student leaders across the 
Senior School organised a range of lunchtime events 
aimed at fostering school spirit and raising funds for 
House charities. It was hugely successful with a great 
deal of support for the various activities, including the 
staff versus student debate and a wonderful House Fair.

•	 Our inaugural House Fair was a fun-filled opportunity 
for the whole Secondary School to come together and 
raise money and awareness for their House Charity. A 
fabulous day full of cupcakes, waffles, popcorn and a 
range of activities organised by our incredible Middle 
School and Senior School House Captains raising over 
$5,500 for our House Charities.

•	 This year our Year 10 students have participated in 
a program called Walk the Talk, through Enlighten 
Education, which centres on respectful relationships. 
The program builds high school student’s awareness 
of domestic violence and women’s homelessness and 
has seen us partner with our local shelter, the Hornsby 
Ku-ring-gai Women’s Shelter, to raise awareness and 
much needed funds. 

•	 Organised by Tom Anderson in Christian Studies, 15 
students from Years 9 - 11 attended the ‘Refugee in my 
Neighbourhood’ experience at the Auburn Community 
Centre which is a simulated refugee journey to help 
visitors understand why people flee their homes and 
the challenges they encounter.  

•	 As part of SEAL Week, Year 10 participated in a whole 
day of service volunteering and supporting a range of 
local organisations including Hornsby Connect, Fusion, 
Beecroft House, Anglicare and the Salvation Army. 

•	 Time Out Basketball continued to run with the support 
of Senior student volunteers and co-ordinated by  
Mrs Alex Pottie. 

•	 St Edmund’s College visit to Year 12 Assembly provided 
a fantastic occasion and was fully appreciated by 
everyone, with a cheque presented to the St Edmund’s 
students, from money raised through Coffee House.
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OnSTAGE Nominations:
For Group Performance:
Grimm Reality – Ollie Clisdell, Grace Preston,  
Myah Walmsley, Sophie Whitehead
Self Help – Will Croswell, Lily Flynn,  
Eugene Lee, Emerald Slater
Oh The Places You’ll Go – Charlie Harrop,  
Will Lancaster, Annabel Mance, Charlie Stuart

For Individual Performance:
•	 Ollie Clisdell, The Curious Incident of the  

Dog in the Nighttime

•	 Grace Preston , Cowboy Mouth

•	 Charlie Harrop, P’Tang, Yang, Kipperbang

•	 Annabel Mance, Harp in the South

•	 Will Lancaster, They Mean Well

•	 Lily Flynn, Justice for Angela

•	 Emerald Slater, Rhonda Explains

•	 Eugene Lee, Something about Mary

•	 Dan Jongma, The Tell-Tale Heart

•	 Elizabeth Travis, Boot

For Individual Project (Director’s Folio):
•	 Sophie Whitehead, The Visit
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Drama
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Year 12 Play: Ms Pia Midgley directed a cast and crew of 
39 students in ‘The School for Scandal’. Written by Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan this fierce, fast-paced, witty comedy 
offered a glimpse into the parlours of the rich and bored. 
Masquerading behind the veneer of niceties, 18th Century 
London was brought to life with lots of colour and a giant 
staircase to show off the glamorous socialites who spread 
scandal and gossip.

Winter Playhouse: This year’s Winter Playhouse was a 
cozy, fun filled evening with hot chocolate, fairy lights 
and entertaining performances. We had a preview of 
the Year 10 and Year 11 plays and enjoyed some of the 
Year 12 Individual Performances, Theatresports and Year 
10 Musical Theatre assessment pieces. It was a beautiful 
evening showcasing the broad Barker Drama talent and 
loved by audiences. 

Year 11 Play ‘Coram Boy’: This beautiful, 19th Century 
Dickensian thriller was the heart-breaking love story of two 
orphans from the Coram Hospital for Foundling Children. 
Ms Amy Robertson and 36 Year 11’s created a breath-
taking ensemble piece transporting audiences across an 
epic journey spanning over 50 years with beautiful choral 
music conducted by Mr Peter Ellis.

Year 10 Play ‘Orbit’: Ms Claire Yeomans and 21 enthusiastic 
Year 10s skyrocketed to another world! This show was 
set entirely inside a spaceship. An eery, metallic set was 
cleverly constructed and manned by a crew of 16 that 
included a special “Space Crew”. This cross between Big 
Brother and Survivor was modern, energetic and asked 
big questions about our future on Earth.

Year 9 Play: Ms Angela Morosin took on this classic text 
and brought a fabulous new twist to it with the help of 
23 Year 9 students playing a variety of different animals in 
some incredible masks. With the help of a technical crew 
of seven dedicated boys ‘Animal Farm’ both enthralled and 
shocked the audience, leaving them with much to think 
about in this political climate.

Theatresports: This year we can proudly say that 
Theatresports has grown! For the first time Barker College 
fielded a team of brave and enetertaining Year 7 boys in 
the Interschools’ Competition. This takes us to three teams; 
the Seniors, the Intermediates and the Juniors. It is not an 
easy feat making up characters and stories on the spot 
and its exciting to see the increasing numbers coming to 
our lunchtime workshops.

Theatre Club: 45 students had the opportunity to be 
a part of Barker Drama’s Theatre Club this year. The 
students loved the opportunity to see the wide range of 
professional theatre and spaces and styles across Sydney. 
This year’s highlights included The Wolves at Belvoir,  
The Last Five Years at the Ensemble and the crowd 
favourite Catch Me If You Can at the Hayes’ Theatre 
starring our very own Barker Alumni Jarrod Draper (2014) 
who was kind enough to come into the foyer afterwards 
and answer everyone’s questions about the industry.

Drama/Textiles Night: Nothing celebrates the talent of our 
students like a fashion show! This year’s Drama/Textiles 
night was another raving success. The Textiles students 
created some glamorous looks which were MC’ed by our 
Drama Captains and with a feature performance from the 
Barker Dancers.

Barker Goes to Broadway: Now in its third year ‘Barker 
Goes to Broadway’ is a very special night in the Barker 
calendar. This fantastic night organised by the Barker 
Drama Captains Ollie Clisdell and Sophie Whitehead, was 
a special opportunity for those often less featured to sing, 
dance and have a go at performing Broadway style! There 
was a whole lot of fun to be had for everyone on stage 
and in the audience. 

Darkinjung Barker: For the third consecutive year some 
of our Year 10 Drama students have had the shared 
joy of working with the Darkinjung students on their 
fortnightly visits to the Hornsby campus. They have played 
Drama games, worked on performance skills and most 
importantly prepared a theatrical presentation of the 
Dream Time story of the Rainbow Serpent which they 
performed for the Darkinjung community at Yarramalong. 
It is always a highlight for the the staff and students lucky 
enough to be involved.

LollyBags: Since 2016 Barker students have been selling 
Lolly Bags to audience members at each production to 
raise money for a charity. This year Barker Drama have 
been raising money for the Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Women’s 
Shelter. We’re thrilled at the hard work that Drama 
students are doing to help those in the Barker Community 
and it was an honour for the Drama Captains to personally 
present the money raised to the shelter Director.
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Music is always about much more then 
the result, but the aim is always to give a 
performance that you can be proud of.  Once 
again the Music staff were in awe of the 
capacity of students to commit, rehearse and 
perform to the most incredible standard.  

400 students attended Music Camp in January 
at Stanwell Tops.

Senior Choir and Chamber performed with the 
Hope choir from Uganda at a special fundraising 
concert in the Leslie Hall on Thursday 28 
March. $10,777 raised from this concert will go 
towards much-needed classroom buildings and 
equipment at the 100% Hope Village.

Rhapsody in Red and Blue Band concert 
attracted a big crowd to see the Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble, Senior Concert Band and The 
OBA North Shore Wind Symphony perform 
a range of modern concert band repertoire. 
A highlight was Rhapsody in Blue with Buddy 
Lovett (Year 12), as piano soloist.

20 students from the Junior School Copeland 
Choir toured China in the Term 1 holidays 
visiting Nanjing, Suzhou, Hangzhou and 
Shanghai. The choir performed at the signing 
ceremony for the sister-school agreement with 
the Suzhou Foreign Language School.

Chamber Choir enjoyed the opportunity to 
join with the Willoughby Symphony Orchestra 
and Choir in a rare performance and recording 
of Eugen Goosens’ 1959 re-orchestration of 
Handel’s Messiah, conducted by Mr Peter Ellis.

Copeland Choir placed 1st at the Sydney 
Eisteddfod in the Youth Choirs section (Under 
19 years). They are the youngest choir to achieve 
first place in this competition.

Copeland Choir competed in the John Lamble 
Foundation Australasian Championship for 
Youth Choirs (19 Years and Under) finals held at 
Ascham. They were highly commended.

Copeland Choir received a gold award in the 
High School Age Choirs (Years 7-10) at the 
Australian National Eisteddfod in Canberra. 
They were also awarded a Platinum award for 
their performance by the adjudicator. The choir 
also performed in the 12 Years and under Choir 
section and achieved First Place because of 
their excellence in tone and exceptional choice 
of repertoire.

The Junior School Concert Band and Wind 
Ensemble performed at the Australian School 
Band Festival. Both played brilliantly and were 
awarded gold awards for their performances.

All six Barker wind bands that entered the 
Australian School Band Festival achieved a Gold 
Award this year.
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Barker’s Director of Bands, Mr Andrew McWade, 
received the ABODA (Australian Band and Orchestra 
Directors Association) Award for the conductor that 
prepared the most challenging, entertaining and 
musically professional performance of the festival. 
This is the third year in a row that Mr McWade’s 
challenging and entertaining musical performance 
has been recognised.

Sell-out Masterpiece Concert at the Concourse 
Concert Hall, Chatswood, on 26 June. The Symphony 
Orchestra under the direction of Mr Andrew McWade 
and Mr David Saffir, presented two contrasting items 
in the first half of the concert. 

All instrumental sections featured in a captivating 
performance of Britten’s Young Persons Guide to  
the Orchestra.

The concert’s second half featured a complete 
performance of Carl Orff’s dramatic Carmina 
Burana, with the Symphony Orchestra joined by 
the Copeland, Middle and Senior choirs and three 
professional soloists.

Barker Swings featuring all the stage bands and jazz 
ensembles from Year 3 – 12, was held in the Junior 
School’s Multi-Purpose Hall.

The student run Coffee House Rock Concert, saw 
more than 15 bands performing and attracted a large 
student audience.

Jazz Orchestra performed at the 14th Annual Special 
Olympics Signature dinner, alongside Iva Davis from 
Icehouse fame.

The Senior School Musical, ‘Legally Blonde’ featured 
over 100 students in onstage roles as well as support 
roles backstage, or in the Orchestra, performing to full 
houses over 5 evenings.

Individual Achievements

•	 Buddy Lovett (Year 12) won the 2019 Barker 
Concerto Competition.

•	 Luka Mihalich and Nate Cross performed in the 
Open Champion of Champions event at the NSW 
State Solo Championships. Nate Cross won the event.

•	 Leo Peng (Year 5) gained a 2nd prize in the 11/
Under Recital Award for Piano at Sydney Eisteddfod. 

ENCORE Nominations

•	 Nate Cross, Saxophone, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Tom Hoyer, Clarinet, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Morgan Little, Tuba, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Guy Nicol, Clarinet, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Seb Pini, Double Bass, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Leanne Tay, Violin, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Tai Fo Zhou, Piano, Music 2 and Extension

•	 Will McLeod, Drums, Music 1
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FRC Program in Senior School: 

•	 Hosted two Brazilian interns from our partner team 
1772 in Gravatai RS, Brazil for build season, teaching 
them advanced robotic design and construction. 

•	 Created the first FRC Team in the African Continent 
– team 7523 – the Springbots, from public school 
students in Gauteng South Africa..

•	 Hosted 4th Annual Week 0 Scrimmage with teams 
attending from across Sydney.

•	 Competed in Southern Cross Regional, qualified 3rd, 
joined 1st seeded alliance to win Regional, won the 
Excellence in Engineering Award.

•	 Competed in South Pacific Regional, qualified 7th, 
joined 2nd seeded alliance and achieved Quarter-
Finalist status. 

•	 Hosted over 200 students from international teams 
post-regional at Barker Robotics Lab for a Barker 
Redbacks meet and greet.

•	 Competed in Quebec City Regional, qualified 5th, 
Captained the 4th seeded alliance, and achieved 
Quarter-Finalist status. Won Chairman’s Award.

•	 Competed in Turing Division at Champs, qualified 5th 
and achieved Quarter-Finalist status.

•	 Robot Reveal video amassed over 65,000 views on 
YouTube.

•	 Presented at EduTech (largest Educational conference 
in Southern Hemisphere) to promote robotics in 
schools.

•	 Competed in off-season event Duel Down Under, 
achieved Finalist Status.

•	 Travelled to Suzhou, China to mentor Chinese teams in 
robot design and construction. 

•	 Competed in Qianjiang International Robotics 
Invitational, qualified 4th, achieved Quarter-Finalist 
status. Awarded the FRC Ambassador Award. 

•	 Robotics Co-ordinator invited as guest Judge for the 
inaugural Taiwan off-season event. 

•	 Hosted Pneumatics & Vacuum suction technologies 
workshop in partnership with Schmalz.

•	 Largest engagement of Senior School students in 
Robotics to date.



Robotics
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VEX EDR Robotics in Middle School: 

•	 Hosted the annual VEX Robotics Competition 
Scrimmage and Tournaments, both of which doubled 
in size since their inauguration in 2018.

•	 Barker Team qualified to VEX Nationals for second 
year in a row.

•	 Barker Robotics Media team asked to lead live video 
stream for VEX Nationals.

•	 Largest engagement of Middle School students in 
Robotics to date. 

Ignite Robotics in Junior School: 

•	 VEX IQ introduced to Ignite Robotics for first time.

•	 Hosted inaugural VEX IQ Challenge held in Sydney.

•	 First ever qualification by Barker VEX IQ Challenge 
teams to VEX Nationals.

•	 Partnered to grow engagement of Robotics in Junior 
School curriculum.

•	 Largest engagement of Junior School students in 
Robotics at Barker to date.



Cadets

The year began with the Term 1 Bivouac including the 
use of a new location at Crossland’s Reserve for the 
new Year 10 recruits. Heavy rainfall provided an early 
challenge for the year and the trek phase (back to 
Barker) was unfortunately postponed.

In the April school holidays the BCCU conducted their 
AFX camp at the Singleton Military Base (Sector 8). Alpha 
and Bravo companies both spent several nights on the 
Broken Back Range where they completed a 30m abseil 
from Wallaby Rock. Back at base camp all companies 
challenged themselves on the Pioneer obstacle course 
and our recruits participated in a 2nd Bde Live Fire using 
the F88. Charlie, Delta and Echo Companies worked 
on their navigation and tactical skills (TACEX) and also 
visited the Infantry Museum.

On April 25, a handful of senior cadets professionally 
and courteously assisted the Airborne Forces Association 
(AFA) with their involvement in the ANZAC Day parade in 
the city, receiving warm thanks from the AFA president, 
Eddie Cudd.

In May, the BCCU training year came to a close with a 
successful Ceremonial Parade on the Barker Memorial 
Oval. The Reviewing Officer was COL (AAC) Richard 
Morgan who was the Assistant Commander of the 
Australian Army Cadets (COFS). 

A new award was also established this year to recognise 
staff contributions, with Lieutenant Jimmy Todd-Hill 
receiving the Barker Bombardier Trophy for his  
amazing contributions to the BCCU and in particular 
Bravo Company.

Towards the end of Term 2, the finishing Year 12 cadets 
hosted their parents at a wonderful send-off dinner to 
thank them for their many years of dedicated service to 
the BCCU. 

The CAS Drill Competition (held at Trinity) was conducted 
in June with the Barker Drill Team performing creditably. 
We will look to improve in 2020 when we will be the  
host school.
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The Australian Army Cadet values of Courage, Initiative, Teamwork 
and Respect were all demonstrated throughout 2019. 
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Three leadership courses (CPL, GT’s and CUO) were held 
at Singleton Military Training Area (SMTA) in the barracks 
(one night in the field) during the June/July Holidays 
and saw the leadership team for the 2019/20 cadet year 
taken through their paces. The cadets learnt valuable 
skills to assist them to be effective leaders amongst their 
peers when they took charge of various companies and 
sections in Term 3.

Term 3 was full of excitement with the announcement 
of the new leadership positions for the unit, confirming 
Matthew Nicholas as SUO (Senior Under Officer) and 
Benjamin Peden as the RSM  (Regimental Sergeant 
Major). The bivouac at the end of Term 3 again returned 
to Majura. This bivouac provided the new Year 8 recruits 
with their first field experience in cadets. The venue 
also enabled some new and exciting activities to be 
undertaken including an indoor rock climb, visits to the 
Australian War Memorial and the Royal Military College 
(RMC Duntroon) as well as use of the Leadership 
Reaction Course and Urban Operations container village 
on the base. 

Barker participated in the CAS Military Skills Competition 
in October at Holsworthy (Fieldcraft, 1st Aid, Navigation, 
Signals and Initiative Stands) and performed admirably.

It was a wonderful year for the BCCU and has set the 
unit up for continued development and growth as we 
move closer to full coeducation and more recruits into 
the BCCU from Year 8 in 2021.
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Year Group Camps

•	 125 Year 8 students participated in the Berowra Camp 
at the end of Term 3 whilst the Cadets recruits went 
to Canberra. This is a three day program that includes 
hiking, camping, canoeing and initiative games 
conducted in Barker’s back yard. Many students use 
this camp as their first Practice Expedition for their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 

•	 Year 9 students in House groups competed in The 
Urban Challenge. An initiative based “amazing race” 
program in the Sydney CBD and surrounds, utilising 
public transport only, that has students assigned 
leadership positions within the team. Budget, 
Transport, Food and other managerial roles are a 
challenge when it’s your peers that you are leading!  
The urban odyssey concluded Term 3 with a fantastic 
House activity. 

•	 In November over six days, Year 10 students in 
House groups participated in the Snowy Mountains 
Adventure Camp. Students experienced the splendour 
of this region and completed several world class 
outdoor activities including hiking the main range and 
summitting Mt Kosciusko, canoeing grade two rapids 
on the lower Snowy river, purpose built single trail 
Mountain biking, together with community service in 
and around Jindabyne.

Grange Program

•	 The Grange program for our Years 7 – 9 students 
provided an excellent extension for learning. 
Students enjoy the diverse experiences which sees 
them embarking on Geography field work for Year 
8 students and Science for our Year 7 students. As 
well as gaining an appreciation of the environment, 
the Grange enables students to further develop 
their cooking, navigation and organisation skills. The 
three day Year 9 experience in the Blue Mountains 
wilderness builds on the skills learnt in Years 7 and 8.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards

•	 145 Year 8 students commenced their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards.

•	 Year 10 program commenced with 30 Silver 
participants completing a challenging three day 
Training journey in the Wollemi National Park.

•	 In perfect autumn condition, 44 participants from  
Year 10 completed their Silver level practice hike 
traversing the Grose Valley or Mount Solitary in the 
Blue Mountains.

•	 During the July holidays, 20 Gold participants 
completed a demanding hike in the Northern Territory 
along the Larapinta Trail.

•	 40 Silver level participants completed a traverse of  
the Wild Dog ranges to qualify for their Silver Award  
in September.

•	 During the September holidays, 11 Gold participants 
journeyed across the Morton National Park from  
“The Mountains to the Beach” to Qualify for the  
Gold Award. A further nine Gold participants are 
planning for their qualifying journey with us during  
the summer vacation.

•	 Our Senior Duke of Edinburgh program reached the 
milestone of 150 Gold Awards completed since the 
2013 introduction of online records. A further 16 Gold 
Awards were achieved by participants in 2019.

Extended Stay Program

•	 The Extended Stay Program to Central Australia 
continued this year for Year 9 students. Two groups of 
students travelled to Alice Springs for an 18 day trip 
working with Indigenous students from Yirara College 
and undertaking a variety of expeditions and other 
cultural experiences.

•	 This year Barker forged new links with ‘Boomerang 
Adventures’, an outdoor education provider with 
considerable experience running programs in 
Northern Territory. Students enjoyed the beautiful 
natural environments near Alice Springs, spent time at 
a working cattle station – Hamilton Downs, engaged 
with Indigenous students and undertook a challenging 
personal journey.

Outdoor Education
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Public Speaking and Debating highlights

•	 State Finalist in Sydney Morning Herald Plain English 
Speaking competition - Kira Trahana

•	 Lawrence Campbell Oratory representative –  
Jack Breden

•	 Rostrum Public Speaking Competition Local Finals 
Runner Up – Taj Pereira

•	 Awarded the CAS Debating Shield for overall best 
CAS School in debating (shared this year with St 
Aloysius) – this is the eighth win in the last ten years

•	 CAS Firsts Premiership – undefeated – this is the fifth 
premiership in five years

•	 Daniel Abbott – CAS Firsts team

•	 Jack Breden – CAS Seconds team and captain

•	 Kira Trahana and Rhys Mackintosh – CAS Thirds team

•	 CAS Seconds – premiers

•	 CAS Thirds – premiers

•	 CAS Fourths – premiers

•	 10As – undefeated premiers

•	 CAS 8BS – undefeated premiers

•	 CAS 7Bs – co-premiers

•	 ISDA 10As – runners up

•	 ISDA Senior Bs – quarter finalists

•	 FED 7As – runners-up

Mock Trial

Once again, Barker participated in the Law Society’s 
Mock Trial Competition. The team from Barker made it 
through the round robin and were knocked out at the 
first elimination round against Masada.  Team members 
from both Year 10 and 11 included Finlay Butler, Jennifer 
Hao, Erin Rench, Rhys Mackintosh, Gurman Soni and 
Sophia Robinson.

Our team consisting of two barristers, a lawyer, two 
witnesses and a court officer worked together to prepare 
a range of cases that were both civil and criminal 
matters. A great deal of preparation goes into each case. 
Meetings were held to prepare statements and work 
through the case notes at lunch times and after school. 
Students gained a great deal from the competition 
including skills in public speaking and critical thinking. 
Barker enjoyed the competition against such schools 
as Hornsby Girls High School, Loreto Normanhurst and 
Masada College.

Debating, Public  
Speaking & Mock Trial
Over 100 students were involved in Debating, Public Speaking and Mock Trial in 2019. 
It was a very successful year for students involved in the following competitions:
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Footprint:  
Social Justice & Environment
•	 70 students from Years 7 – 12 and five staff attended 

weekly Footprint meetings.

•	 250 Barker Keep Cups sold through canteens and 
Plume Store to members of the Barker Community.

•	 25 High School students and three staff participated in 
Clean up Australia Day at Zig Zag Creek Pennant Hills 
recovering six bags of general waste and 13 bags of 
recyclables.

•	 International Women’s Day was celebrated via :

 – a lunchtime gathering of 250 staff and students 
with an address by staff member, Melissa Brady

 – sessions run by Prefects through PC@SE periods 
for some year groups

 – Staff members wore an item of purple clothing

•	 Student presentations to high school assemblies were 
made and posters generated to raise awareness for 
National Close the Gap Day.

•	 High School classrooms and offices “powered down” 
Period 4 Friday 29 March for Earth Hour.

•	 16 students and two staff attended the Climate Change 
Rally in May at the Sydney Town Hall.

•	 18 students and two staff participated in the 
Compassionate Leadership & Effective Advocacy 
Conference at Macquarie University featuring a Q and 
A session with Dame Jane Goodall.

•	 Six students and four staff attended Mount St 
Benedict’s 20th Social Justice Forum exploring the 
theme of Building Peace.

•	 16 students from Years 9 – 11 and two staff attended 
Auburn Council’s Refugee Camp in My Neighbourhood 
- a two hour simulated refugee camp experience.

•	 35 students and staff attended the Days for Girls 
Sewing Bee sewing shields for reusable sanitary kits 
distributed to women and girls in Cambodia.

•	 120 students and staff came together in the School 
grounds to demand Climate Change Action in support 
of the Global Strike for Climate Change in September.

•	 Introduction of online payroll system which saves the 
printing of approx. 15,000 payslips per year.

•	 Introduction of EdSmart for Excursion and Camp 
permission notes, saving the printing of 65,000 pages 
per year.

•	 Cans and bottles collected at Athletics Day and by 
Middle School Wilson House cashed in via Return and 
Earn with proceeds donated to Hornsby Ku-ring-gai 
Women’s Shelter and Giant Steps.

•	 250 ring binder and display folders recovered and 
handed out for students to reuse via Pop Up Stationery 
Stall events.

•	 Batteries, bottle tops, bread tags, soft plastics and 
mobile phones collected from the Barker Community 
and recycled via relevant programs such as Bread Tags 
for Wheelchairs and Envision 3D printed hands/mobility 
aids (bottle tops).

•	 36 large garbage bags of printer and photocopy 
toner cartridges recycled via Ricoh Australia’s recycling 
program.

•	 White paper and cardboard diverted from landfill via 
weekly office paper recycling rounds as part of the Year 
7 and 8 Compass Program.

•	 200 people attended the screening of the documentary 
2040 in partnership with Barker Institute including a Q 
and A session with star and filmmaker, Damon Gameau.



Summer Championship Titles

•	 CAS Diving Champions 

•	 CAS 1st XI Archer Shield Champions for Cricket

•	 CAS 1st XI T20 Cricket Champions

Winter Championship Titles

•	 CAS 1st XI Football Champions

•	 CAS 1st XV undefeated Rugby Champions

•	 1st XV Dan Robinson Memorial Trophy

Awards & Records

•	 Kieran Jack Medal U17 AFL Medal – Cooper Wright

•	 CAS Athletics U15 CAS 100m and 200m Record  
– Donovan Bradshaw

•	 John Newcombe Tennis Academy Scholarship  
– Jamie Hilton and Oliver Welch

Snowsports

•	 Division 3 Snowboard and GS, Snowboard Cross,  
– Sebastian Leim

•	 Division 1 Snowboard and GS, Snowboard Cross, 
Slopestyle – Ethan Dobson

•	 Division 1 Snowboard GS, Snowboard Cross  
– Jack Jeffress

•	 Division 1 Alpine, Ski Cross and XC Freestyle  
– Oskar Hall

•	 Division 1 Snowboard GS – Edward Taylor

Representative Players  
CIS/NSW or Australia

AFL

•	 NSW/ACT U16 AFL team – Luke Giacometti

•	 NSWCIS U15 AFL team – James Tidemann and  
Max Berry

•	 Sydney All Star AFL U15 team – Lachlan Pauly

Athletics

•	 NSW Athletics team - Daniel Stovold, Donovan 
Bradshaw, Harrison Lucas, Jonathan Reid, Stuart 
Downie, William Irish.

•	 Harrison Lucas Australia team at Oceania games

Baseball

•	 NSWCIS Baseball team – Sebastian Matthews

•	 Australia U13 Invitational teaml – Jonah Chitty

Cricket 

•	 Lachlan Fisher, New South Wales U19 School boys v 
Queensland

•	 NSW CIS team - Ryan McCoy and Lachlan Fisher

Diving & Waterpolo

•	 NSWCIS Waterpolo – Lucas Vass

•	 NSW All Schools Diving – Harry Gresham

•	 Australia Diving Team – Vladimir Rudenko

Boys’ Sport
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Fencing

•	 NSW Fencing Tournament, undefeated – Nate Cross

•	 NSW U16 State Fencing squad – Jae Park 

Football

•	 NSWCIS Football  U16, NSW Futsal U14 & Australian 
U15 team – Joey Calusic 

•	 NSW U14’s Football – Bodie Denton

Game Fishing 

•	  NSW Junior Game Fishing team – Ralph Chapman

Hockey

•	 NSW U18sl – Rashil Jetley NSW U18’s

•	 NSW U13sl – Broden McLaughlin 

Ice Hockey

•	 NSW U14 Ice Hockey team – Bodie Jerome

•	 NSW U15 Ice Hockey team – Zico Jerome

Netball

•	 Australia Mens U17s – Caiden Saunders

Rock Climbing 

•	 NSW Bouldering and Rock Climbing team –  
Caleb Perry

Rugby

•	 NSW U18 Gen Blue Rugby squad - Billy Pollard, Jordan 
Cameron, Adrian Brown, Lucas Vass

•	 NSW U16 Gen Blue Rugby squad – Ned Slack-Smith, 
Tyrone Albertyn, Dion Yazdani

•	 NSW U15 Gen Blue Rugby squad – Bryn Edwards,  
Eli Sagala, Jakob Biet, Will Kennedy, Jack Colbran

•	 Australia U18’s Rugby team – Billy Pollard

•	 Australia Barbarian Schoolboys – Adrian Brown

•	 NSW Schools 1st XV Rugby – Adrian Brown

•	 NSW Schools 2nd XV Rugby – Jordan Cameron,  
Lucas Vass, Dane Wilson

•	 NSWCIS Rugby League U15 – Eli Sagala, Jakob Biet

•	 NSWCIS Rugby League U18 – Billy Pollard

Sailing

•	 Australia Optimist Sailing team – Angus Renton

Swimming

•	 NSW All Schools Swimming – Kyle Li, Jeffrey Lu, 
Robert Nam, Alexander Lo, Stephen Lo, Tan Kim, Jordy 
Skews, Luke Hurley

Volleyball

•	 NSW U17 Volleyball squad – Ross MacKay
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Summer

•	 1st Basketball team runners-up in the ISA Open A 
division with three students selected in the ISA  
team and Jesse Smith also being selected in the 
NSWCIS team.

•	 Our Softball 1st team were ISA runners-up with 
seven of the Barker 1st team selected in the ISA 
representative team.

•	 Barker girls reclaimed the ISA Swimming Senior 
Championship. We were runners up in the ISA 
Intermediate division and Oakhill Invitational. Emma 
Johnson was selected in the NSWCIS team while ten 
students also represented ISA.

•	 Touch Football players secured four premierships 
including the 1st team winning the ISA Open A 
division and three teams being runners-up. Four girls 
were selected in the ISA team and Emma Vandervelde 
went on to represent NSWCIS.

•	 Three Rugby 7s teams all made the NSW Schoolgirls 
Grand Final with the 1st team securing the Premiership 
once again for the Reds. Four of the girls were selected 
in the NSW School Girls Rugby Exhibition team.

•	 Barker Water Polo 1st team finished as runners-up in 
the Pymble Ladies College Invitational Competition.

•	 Sarah Turner Captained the NSW CIS Cricket team, 
with Niamh Bullen also selected in the team.  
Sarah Turner went on to represent in the NSW  
All Schools team.

Winter

•	 Barker were ISA Athletics Senior Champions for 
the third consecutive year and runners-up in the 
Intermediate division. Sixteen students went on to 
represent ISA at the NSWCIS Championships and 
three students were selected in the NSWCIS team.

•	 Our Senior Cross Country team had six students 
selected to represent ISA at the NSW CIS 
Championships.

•	 The Dance Troupe were third in The Ultimate  
Dance Challenge.

•	 Football Inter A team & 5ths secured the ISA 
premierships with the 1st team ISA runners-up. Seven 
students were selected in the ISA team. Additionally, 
Ella Gattorna and Jasmine Meli were selected in the 
NSWCIS representative team.

•	 Hockey 2nd team were ISA runners-up. Two students 
were selected in the ISA team and Maggie Stanley was 
also selected in the NSWCIS team. Alana Kavanagh 
had an outstanding representative season being 
selected in the ISAU16, NSWCIS U16, NSW U16 All 
Schools and School Sport Australia All Australian Girls’ 
U16 team.

•	 Nine netball teams made the ISA Grand Finals with 
two teams securing premierships. There were seven 
ISA Netball representatives and Sophia Duddle went 
on to represent NSWCIS.

•	 Ningali Forrest-Freeman, Charlotte Horsley and Liberty 
Jacob were selected in the ISA Tennis team.

Girls’ Sport
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State Representatives

•	 AFL NSW/ACT Rams U16 Girls’ team –  
Georgina Fowler

•	 Representative at the Australian Junior Athletics 
Championships – Becky Rose

•	 NSW Youth Women’s Baseball team – Emma Wallace 
and Lucy Wallace

•	 NSW U18 Metro Female Cricket team, NSW 17 years & 
under Metro Indoor Cricket – Sarah Turner

•	 NSW U18 Metro Cricket squad – Niamh Bullen

•	 NSW Metro U17 Futsal team – Emma Vandervelde

•	 NSW U18 Hockey team – Alana Kavanagh

•	 NSW Youth Surf Live Saving team – Madison Louw

•	 NSW U18 Softball team – Arabella Ward

•	 NSW Rugby 7s team – Piper Duck

Australian Representatives

•	 Australian Kookaburras – Baseball – Emma Wallace

•	 Australian 17 years & under Female All Stars Indoor 
Team - Cricket - Sarah Turner

•	 Young Matildas and Sydney FC (W-League) – Football 
– Amy Sayer

•	 Australian Women’s Rugby 7s squad and University of 
Sydney Aons 7s team and Australian Youth Girls’ team 
- Rugby 7s – Piper Duck

•	 Australia A Wallaroos – Rugby – Piper Duck

Scholarships and Non-School Sporting 
Achievements

•	 Layne Beachley and John Newcombe Tennis Academy 
Scholarship Recipient – Tennis – Ningali Forrest-
Freeman

•	 Gold U15 Swim team & U15 Swim Board Relay - 
Australian Surf Life Saving Championships –  
Jodie Louw

•	 Gold U17 Rescue Tube Race & Silver U17 Iron Women 
Race - Australian Surf Life Saving Championships – 
Madison Louw

•	 Gold U19 Surf Boat – Australian Surf Life Saving 
Championships – Mali Warneford
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Indigenous Education
•	 Our Indigenous students meet weekly in Yarn Up, 

where they provide support for each other, make 
suggestions to help us move towards reconciliation in 
our community, and participate in cultural events at 
Barker and beyond the Mint Gates.

•	 Students attended the Aboriginal Youth Program at 
Waitara PCYC once a fortnight with students from 
other local schools.

•	 Students have participated in courses, camps and 
mentoring through organisations such as the GO 
Foundation, the University of New South Wales, 
Macquarie University and the Association of 
Independent Schools. 

•	 In Term 1 we held a tertiary information evening for 
Indigenous students from Barker and other schools. 
Representatives from four Sydney universities, 
Newcastle University and TAFE spoke to students about 
their courses, programs and scholarship opportunities. 

•	 Members of Indigenous communities from the Central 
Coast, Hunter Valley and Arnhem Land visited Barker 
and Darkinjung Barker to further our partnerships with 
these communities and provide staff and students with 
the opportunity to learn from Aboriginal people about 
their language, culture, history and perspectives on 
issues in Australian society. 

•	 The Reconciliation Working Group, consisting of 37 
students and 22 staff, are working to implement the 29 
actions identified in Barker’s Reconciliation Action Plan.

 – The Reconciliation Action Plan was launched in 
May, during Reconciliation Week, at an event 
attended by several hundred students and staff.

 – We have either completed or are well underway, 
with 27 of the Actions.

•	 Barker is part of the Association of Independent 
Schools’ Improving Outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders Students pilot program, which 
means we have been able to provide additional 
academic and pastoral support, and cultural learning, 
to our Indigenous students. The effectiveness of these 
programs is being evaluated by the University of 
Technology, Sydney. 



Indigenous Education
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Indigenous Education

•	 Teachers are being supported with information and 
resources to include Indigenous perspectives, histories 
and cultures into their units of work. Many teachers 
have participated in professional learning on Country 
and/or to increase their understanding of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander cultures and perspectives.

•	 In Term 2, we celebrated National Reconciliation Week 
and NAIDOC Week.  During this week:

 – Students explored Indigenous histories, cultures 
and perspectives in the classroom.

 –  Our acknowledgement of Reconciliation Week 
involved interviews in Chapel with our Indigenous 
students, guest speakers and a focus on 
reconciliation in Connect Groups.

 –  Students from Barker and Darkinjung Barker 
participated in Hornsby Council’s Children’s Voices 
for Reconciliation event at Hornsby Mall.

 –  A full School assembly for NAIDOC Week was 
held, where the Darkinjung Barker students danced 
and sang in language. 

 –  An Indigenous round of sport was held to mark 
NAIDOC Week. All Barker players wore armbands 
with a design by one of our Indigenous students, 
Acknowledgement of  Country was observed 
before each game, and there was a smoking 
ceremony and songs in language. 

•	 In Term 3, a screening of The Final Quarter, the 
documentary about Adam Goodes, was attended 
by students, parents, staff and community members. 
After the screening a Q&A session with a panel 
comprising of Jayden Kitchener-Waters, a Gomeroi 
man, 2018 Barker alumnus and First Grade player for 
Randwick Colts; Sally Fryer, the editor of the film; and 
Norman Laing, Dunghetti man, lawyer and Acting 
Commissioner of the Land and Environment Court, 
received a very positive response from guests.

•	 In Term 4, a new artwork which tells the story of 
Barker’s relationships with Indigenous communities, 
was launched. The artwork was designed by a Year 
11 student with Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal 
heritage, and digitised by Barker staff. This artwork 
will be used to tell students and parents the story 
of our journey towards reconciliation, on Indigenous 
education documents, uniforms and will be displayed 
around the School.

•	 In 2020 all Year 7 students will complete a term of 
Dharug language studies. The Languages staff are 
working with Dharug Elders and staff in other subjects 
to develop a cross-curricular unit of work to teach 
students about the history, culture and language of 
the area where Barker is located.



Community Events

•	 New Parent Dinner for 460 guests was held in February 
in the Junior School’s Multi-Purpose Hall

•	 A very successful Indigenous Fundraising dinner 
was hosted by Barker and the Westpac Foundation 
and enjoyed by 115 guests who gathered to support 
Indigenous education

•	 Year 12 Drama Cocktail Party for 65 guests on the 
opening night of ‘The School for Scandal’

•	 A Volunteers thank you morning tea was held at 
Clarendon in Term 4 and hosted by Mr Phillip Heath

•	 Welcome morning tea hosted for new parents whose 
children will commence in the Senior School in 2020

•	 112 guests attended the Year 12 Veteran’s Breakfast 
celebrating the end of their Barker journey having 
commenced at the School as Year 3 students

Foundation

•	 Foundation held a successful Chinese New Year 
luncheon for 108 guests

•	 Donor Thank you cocktail party held in the  
Kurrajong Piazza

•	 Successful solar panels campaign was well supported 
by the Barker community to provide panels for the new 
Rosewood Centre

Barker College Parents’ Association (BCPA)

•	 Welcome morning teas for Junior, Middle and Senior 
School families attracted approximately 350 guests

•	 Inside the Mint Gates function was enjoyed by  
280 guests

•	 Christmas in July Winter Wonderland Ball was a very 
enjoyable evening for the Barker community

•	 BCPA donated funds to the School for playground 
upgrades in the Junior School and Middle School

•	 Trivia Night was a sell-out success with 460 families 
enjoying the evening

•	 The Christmas Fair in November was a well-attended 
event with many stallholders providing Christmas  
gift ideas

•	 A well supported annual Christmas lunch for parents 
across the School was held in November

•	 Opening of the new Middle School quad with funding 
provided by the BCPA

Alumni & Old Barker Association

•	 Two Beyond Barker Breakfasts held for Agriculture and 
Marketing students

•	 50 riders participated in the BCBA Bike Ride for Brain 
Cancer supported by Barker Alumni, parents and staff

•	 Seniors luncheon at Hornsby RSL for 85 guests

•	 OBA v Barker Girls Sports Gala day 

•	 Barker Community events held in Singapore,  
Hong Kong, Perth, Melbourne, Canberra and the 
Sunshine Coast

•	 OBA Training shirts presented for Netball, Rugby, 
Football, AFL, Hockey, Softball and Cricket

•	 65 OBA Spirit Awards presented to students across the 
Junior, Middle and Senior Schools

•	 Five Parent Breakfasts for Alumni ranging from the 
classes of 1975 through to 2005, were shared with their 
Barker children

•	 Alumni presented certificates and shirts to students at 
the Winter and Summer Season Sports launches

•	 OBA Seniors Back to Barker Day for 30 Old Boys and 
their partners

•	 96 guests attended the OBA Seniors Luncheon, AGM 
and afternoon tea, as well as enjoying Barker’s Rugby 
home game against Waverley

•	 400 guests including new students and their families 
enjoyed the Welcome Sausage Sizzle ahead of 
commencing at Barker in Year 7 2020

•	 13 Alumni Reunion functions were held throughout the 
year for year groups ranging from 1959 to 2014

•	 Golf Day at Pennant Hills Golf Course attracted  
58 guests

•	 335 Year 12 students were welcomed into the OBA and 
presented with their welcome packs

•	 Year 2 students were presented with their Baggy Blue 
by members of the OBA

•	 Peter Garrett was the guest speaker at the annual OBA 
dinner with 235 guests enjoying the occasion

•	 30 alumni presented career guidance to our Year 10 
students at the inaugural Careers Mentoring Afternoon

•	 Six Alumni shared their stories with Year 10 students at 
the annual SEAL leadership week

•	 Social Media series Faces of the Alumni began in  
Term 4

Alumni, Community  
& Foundation
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Barker Institute
•	 Hosted  17 public events for students, parents, teachers 

and the wider community with approximately 2500 
people in attendance.

•	 Junior School students and parents participated in an 
interactive workshop on The Language of Friendship 
led by Dana Kerford of URStrong considering what 
friendships and relationships look like at an early age 
and in Term 3 they joined members of the Middle 
and Senior Schools, and the community for the Barker 
Light Festival, an evening of all things STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) 
including games, puzzles, talks and presentations from 
astronauts and academics on space and technology.

•	 An academic and expert perspective on real issues 
facing our world and our young people was explored 
through evenings focussed on Sport (Age appropriate 
strength and conditioning – Dr Angus McEntyre and 
Understanding concussion, mitigation and management 
– Dr Corey Cunningham) and two documentary 
screenings and associated interviews with filmmakers 
(The Final Quarter and 2040). 

•	 Evening presentations related to the school 
curriculum (Everyday Economics, The History 
& Philosophy of Science) and provided 
insights to parents and the community about 
curriculum design at Barker (Guided Inquiry, 
Blended Learning). 

•	 The issue of impacts of ubiquitous technology was 
investigated through three insightful presentations 
including Families in the Digital Age – Toni Hassan, 
Brain Health – Gayelene Clews and Safe on Social 
Media – Kirra Pendergast.

•	 14 Year 12 Barker students (studying Science Extension 
in its inaugural year) were published in our first 
Scientific Research in Schools academic journal 
disseminating first hand research more typically seen  
at a university level. 

•	 Parents and the wider community attended an event 
around the dynamic, confusing time of adolescence 
in today’s context which was presented by two of 
Australia’s leading educators on raising adolescents – 
Maggie Dent and Dannielle Miller, ‘Selfies to Six Packs 
- Understanding Adolescence Today’.

•	 2020 promises to be an exciting year of future learning 
through the Barker Institute and all are welcome to 
participate in this growing community activity.



An Anglican School Inspiring Global Hope
In 2019 we actively pursued the desire and vision of being “a leader in 
Christian education characterised by a global vision that inspires hope”.  

We endeavour to be “a welcoming and inclusive Anglican school community 
in which the rich resources of the Christian faith are thoughtfully brought to 

bear upon all we do, as we declare the love, grace and hope found in Jesus.”

All students and all staff are encouraged to hear and experience the 
Christian faith and to give personal expression to that faith  

wherever and whenever they can.
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