
Barker College - NSW 
Agriculture and Earth and Environmental Science 

Learning Journey 
New Zealand –  September 2018 

Day 1 Auckland 

Auckland is New Zealand’s largest city with nearly a third of the country’s population. It’s a sprawling low-rise conurbation 

in a fantastic coastal location, the narrowest part of the upper North Island. No place is more than a few kilometres from 

the sea and the beach and it’s full of greenery because of the small volcanoes scattered throughout the urban area are 

mostly recreational reserves. 

✓ Arrive Auckland airport

✓ City orientation, including Mt. Eden volcano.

✓ Sky Tower: Visit the viewing deck for stunning views

of Auckland city

Overnight Auckland 

Day 2 Auckland to Raglan  (149 km) 

In Raglan you can catch a wave or sip a great espresso. This lively surf town has an interesting creative culture and a 

wonderful choice of cafés and nearby are stunning walking and cycling trails.  Raglan is both a surfing mecca and a 

dramatically scenic area of black sand coastline. This part of New Zealand has always attracted people who are into 



 

sustainable lifestyles, so the residents are full of character. 

 
✓ Raglan eel farm: tour and discussion - traditional Maori foods, fish farming (eels, whitebait and mullet) and 

sustainable management of fisheries.  
✓ Lunch at eel farm  
✓ Tour an organic Dairy Farm to see how the farmer manages herd and pasture to maximise production, 

understand the impacts of New Zealand’s dairy industry on the environment and how to mitigate these. 

✓ Self-catered barbecue dinner at accommodation – ingredients supplied 

 
Overnight Raglan 

 

Day 3 Raglan to Hamilton to Tauranga (140 

km) 

Tauranga is New Zealand’s fastest growing city after Auckland 

and a favourite summer holiday destination for kiwis, with its 

large natural harbour and extensive white sandy beaches. 

Settled by Māori late in the 13th century and by Europeans 

early in the19th, it is now a centre for business and 

international trade, culture, fashion and horticultural science. A 

wide range of fresh produce, including kiwifruit and avocados is 

grown in the area due to the mild, sunny climate and volcanic 

soils. Tauranga is New Zealand's largest export port and a regular stop for both container ships and luxury cruise liners. 

 

 

✓ Fonterra Dairy Factory tour, if possible 

✓ Cheese factory talk, tour and tasting. 

✓ Hobbiton Movie Set tour 

 

Overnight Tauranga 

 

Day 4 Tauranga to Rotorua  (81 km)  

Rotorua is our oldest tourist resort, because of the bizarre 

geothermal features spread through and around the city, 

including geysers, mud pools and hot springs. In the 1800s 

visitors travelled around the world to see the famous Pink and 

White Terraces, unfortunately destroyed by Mount Tarawera 

volcano in 1886. The city is still a thermal resort, but now also 

has a great range of adventure and cultural activities to keep 

the visitors there a bit longer. 

 

 

✓ Zespri  (single desk kiwifruit marketing board) 

presentation on NZ’s kiwifruit products, markets, and  marketing. 

✓ Deer farm tour and lunch. 

✓ Kiwi fruit orchard: tour of orchard, tasting (kiwifruit product – fruit, chutney, juice, ice-cream tasting)  



 

✓ Comvita Honey Centre: The properties of honey and its culinary and medicinal uses tasting, tour (including virtual 

beehive which uses holographic technology (health product shopping) 

 

Overnight Rotorua 

 

Day 5 Rotorua 

✓ Drive to Whakatane to meet luxury launch to White Island active volcano. After a 1.5 hour boat trip – with 

possible sightings of dolphins and other marine life on the way – transfer to the shore by IRB for a two hour tour 

into the crater of the volcano. 

✓ Plan B, if the weather prevents the tour to White 
Island running is to visit Orakei Korako thermal reserve, 
followed by a free afternoon in Rotorua. 

✓ Tamaki Village Maori Cultural show: An evening at 

Mitai will give you an authentic introduction to Maori culture. 

Be enthralled by the natural bush setting, see warriors in 

traditional dress paddle an ancient warrior canoe (waka) 

down the Wai-o-whiro stream, enjoy a traditional hangi 

meal and cultural performance and your only opportunity in 

the Rotorua area to see glow worms.  

 

Overnight Rotorua 

 

Day 6 Rotorua to Christchurch 

 
✓ Early flight to Christchurch 

✓ City tour focusing on the story of the 2011 earthquake 
including discussion of hazard monitoring and minimising harm 

✓ Earthquake museum visit with continued discussion of 
themes above. 
 

 

Overnight Christchurch 
 

 

 

Day 7 Christchurch to Arthur’s Pass (390 

km) 

The Christchurch area was first settled by moa-hunting tribes 

about 1250 CE. Following the purchase of land by whalers, a 

party of European settlers established themselves in what is 

now Christchurch in the 1840s.   In December 1850 four ships  

brought to the area 792 settlers with aspirations of building a 

city around a cathedral and college like Christ Church in 

Oxford. Now New Zealand's second-largest city, Christchurch 

was hit by a huge earthquake in February 2011. Much of the 

central city with its classic neo-gothic architecture was 



 

destroyed. However, it remains a beautiful city: the buildings may have been damaged but the soul of the city and the 

welcoming spirit of the people remain very much intact.  

 
 

✓ Head west across the Canterbury plains today, stopping for a high country sheep farm tour and lunch en route. 

✓ Continue via Castle Hill (bizarre limestone formations and Narnia movie set), Arthur’s Pass, summit of the divide  
 
Overnight Arthur’s Pass 
 

Day 8 Arthur’s Pass to Franz Josef 
 

✓ Head on over the divide this morning stopping as time 

allows to check out the area’s fascinating geology and the 

stunning change in the environment/landscape as you head 

west 

✓ Hokitika , greenstone (jade) “capital” of New Zealand. 

✓ Hike to the Franz Josef glacier terminal lookout 

✓ Lake Matheson mirror lake ( optional short walk) this 

famous reflective lake is a photographers dream, as its crystal 

waters create a mirror image of New Zealand’s highest peaks, 

Aoraki (Mt Cook) and Mt Tasman. The track encircles the 

lake, through native rainforest, and it takes approximately 

one hour to walk the entire lake circuit. 

✓ Optional evening hot soak in the Glacier Pools 
 
Overnight Franz Josef 

 
 

Day 9 Franz Josef to Wanaka (281 km) 
 

 

The west coast glaciers are among the fastest moving in the 

world, up to 4 metres a day, because of their large 

catchments and this is why they extend down into the 

forest. During the last Ice Age, they reached far beyond the 

current coastline, with the result that glacial land forms 

feature prominently along the west coast of the South 

Island. For many, the Fox and Franz Josef glaciers are the 

main reason to visit but between the glaciers and the sea is 

also a bird watcher's paradise. Rainforest and large areas of 

wetland shelter rare species such as the Okarito Brown Kiwi 

and White Heron (kotuku).  

 

✓ Scenic drive south though Westland National Park, 

with frequent stops to enjoy short walks through heritage rain forest/ along the shore, glacial land forms, possible 

sightings of seals, dolphins and Fiordland crested penguins and then over the divide again through Haast Pass 

(waterfalls, dramatic gorges) and along the shores of glacier lake Wanaka. 

✓ Puzzling World: enjoy the 3D maze, holograms and illusion rooms. 

 

Overnight Wanaka 



 

 

Day 10 Wanaka to Queenstown (112 km) 
 
Nestled below towering mountains, Wanaka is the most tranquilly set of the South Island lakes. In winter, skiers flock here 

from all over the world for superb skiing and snowboarding at Cardrona and Treble Cone, cross-country skiing at Snow 

Farm and heli-skiing high in the Harris Mountains. But Wanaka, New Zealand, is much more than a winter destination. 

Year round activities include fishing, hiking, canyoning, climbing and skydiving.  

 

✓ Stone-fruit orchard visit 

✓ Orchard gate fruit store to taste and buy local products 

✓ Winery tour  

✓ Watch bungy jumping off the historic Kawerau bridge. 

✓ Visit Arrowtown, historic gold-mining town and try 

panning for gold 

✓ Gondola and dinner over-looking Lake Wakatipu. Take 

the steepest lift in the Southern Hemisphere, the 

gondola carries visitors high above Queenstown to the 

Skyline complex located on Bob's Peak then luge down a 

track winding downhill through the trees. Dinner is a 

fabulous all you can eat buffet. 

 

Overnight Queenstown 
 
 

Day 11 Queenstown 
 
Queenstown is a resort town on Lake Wakatipu with spectacular views of nearby mountains. The area was first known to 

Māori who probably visited en route to collect jade (pounamu). Explorers William Gilbert Rees and Nicholas von 

Tunzelmann were the first Europeans to settle the area. Rees established a high country sheep farm in 1860 until the 

discovery of gold nearby encouraged him to convert his wool 

shed into a hotel. In 2012 Queenstown boasted 220 adventure 

tourism activities, including skiing, jet boating, whitewater 

rafting, bungy jumping, sky-diving and fly-fishing. It  is also 

close to a small wine producing region and the surrounding 

area is often used in making movies, including of the Lord of 

the Rings.  

 

✓ Shotover Jet boat ride. 

✓ Airport transfer for flight home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


