
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Barker Foundation recognises that the professional development of Barker’s staff in all learning and 
support disciplines enhances the advancement of education at Barker. To that end each year it has a 
budget to provide financial support for these endeavours. The activities within which the staff members 
are involved lead to demonstrable benefits in the classroom learning environment and benefit a 
significant number of students. All staff are encouraged to consider this fabulous program, for the 
benefit of our students and their own professional development.  
 
Two recent recipients of the Foundation’s Travelling Fellowship are Mr Richard Clezy, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences teacher; and Mr Steve Thomlinson, Director of Boys’ Sport.  
 
Richard attended an Earth and Environmental Science conference in Wales in 2015, which had a focus 
on new resources. There was also the opportunity for exposure to other ways of thinking, teaching and 
learning, particularly in the realm of Earth Science education, and the use of online/mobile devices, 
which was also advantageous to the whole Science department.  
 
Earth and Environmental Science is a subject that touches on many of the biggest challenges for the 
world today. The world is fast approaching a tipping point where decisions need to be made by all of us 
about how we live our lives, and our students will benefit from being well informed. Although at Barker 
we have achieved success with our EES candidature and we continue to attract large student numbers, 
we always strive to teach the subject in a variety of ways, thereby reaching more students and improving 
student learning outcomes. Exposure to ideas and thinking outside Australia will help us in our 
endeavours.  
 
Steve was given the opportunity to visit All Saints Episcopal School in Fort Worth, Texas to observe 
their Cocurricular program. The two schools have enjoyed a long association including a student 
exchange program. This was a chance for both Sports Masters to focus on athletic operations and how 
athletic offerings can supplement the academic program whilst remaining committed to a holistic 
approach to education and development. There were other important focus areas for Steve to observe 
including fostering the interest of young students in the sporting program; developing the pathway from 
Primary to Secondary sport; and the relationship between boys’ and girls’ sports.  
 
To hear about Richard and Steve’s experiences you can watch the Foundation’s interview which is on 
the Foundation page on the Barker website www.barker.nsw.edu.au. 


