We acknowledge the Dharug, Guringai and Darkinjung people
who are the traditional custodians of the land on which Barker College
and Darkinjung Barker stands. We pay respect to the elders
past and present of the Dharug, Guringai and Darkinjung nations
and extend that respect to other Aboriginal people within the
Barker College community.

Honor Non Honores
(Seek Honour above Rewards)

Mission

An Anglican community inspiring
every learner
every experience
every day

Values
Commitment
Compassion
Courage
Integrity
Respect

Vision

To be a leader in Christian
education that is characterised by
a vision that inspires global hope

FROM THE HEAD
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Over the past 12 months we set ourselves the challenge
of looking “Beyond the Mint Gates”. We seek, in a spirit
of humility and grace, to set our sights not on our own
prosperity and success, but on the contribution we can
make to building a nation and setting the future.
A great school will try to educate the
WHOLE PERSON in body, mind, spirit
and soul. The Barker experience is more
than the classroom and the curriculum
is more than what is tested and assessed
at the end of a unit of work.
This year has been no different. Over
the past 12 months we set ourselves the
challenge of looking “Beyond the Mint
Gates”. We seek, in a spirit of humility
and grace, to set our sights not on our
own prosperity and success, but on the
contribution we can make to building a
nation and setting the future.
Over the course of the past year, we
have participated in national and
international events, from mock trial to
robotics, sports and cultural experiences.
We have established a firm charter to
create a sustainable environment and to
make the most of our natural resources.
With superlative hopes and dreams,
Barker College partnered with the
Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council
to establish the Darkinjung Barker

Campus at Yarramalong, providing
education for 25 Aboriginal children from
the Central Coast region of NSW.
This year for the first time in our history,
Pre-Kindergarten commenced at Barker.
The work of our students continues
to amaze and inspire. I see them
performing in concerts, giving
outstanding orations, competing on the
sports fields, participating in Outdoor
Education, designing robots and
contributing to the community beyond
The Mint Gates.
So much has been achieved and
celebrated over the past 12 months. This
magazine is only a partial record of the
work of our students and staff during
late 2015 and 2016, but it gives me great
pleasure to offer you an insight into the
inspiring experiences we are providing
for every learner, every day.
Phillip Heath
Head of Barker College

Year 12 2015 Academic Success

02

Top Place getters
Nicholas Chang scored a perfect 99.95 ATAR.
This is the 6th consecutive year that a Barker
student has scored the top ATAR.
The School achieved 8 top places in the state,
one of which was a first in course. A second
student in Year 10 was placed first in an
external language course.
Luke Glendenning
1st in Earth and Environmental Science
Shannon Ashton
4th in Agriculture, 6th in Earth and
Environmental Science

William de Montemas
7th in Earth and Environmental Science
Seamus Dove
6th in English Extension 2

Geordie Wilson
3rd in Earth and Environmental Science
Nicholas Chang
17th in Chemistry

Elsa Fredriksson (Year 10)
1st in Swedish Continuers
(completed externally)
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13 students achieved ATARs of 99 or more
in 2015. Top 1% of the State.

DesignTECH: Design and Technology

Jake Fornasaro - Swimming Lane Rope Retract/Store

InTech: Industrial Technology
Hugh Brown - Timber Dining Table
Lachlan Bunn - Bedroom Cabinet

Taylor John - Kitchen Butchers Table

ARTEXPRESS: Visual Arts

Erica Eberl (Sculpture) Notice the Unnoticed and
James Stokes (Collection of Works) There is no planet B
were both selected for inclusion in ArtExpress.
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2015 HSC students who received a university
offer (UAC) by Institution
112

107

39% of Barker College
students achieved an ATAR
above 90, which places
them in the top ten percent
of the overall NSW cohort.

86.1
The School’s median
ATAR is 86.1

96% of the Year 12
cohort received offers
from UAC for places in
NSW Universities

56

MAQ UNSW USYD

72% of Barker students
were placed in
Bands 5 and 6, which
vastly exceeds the State
average of 37%

56

UTS

438

12

12

13

CAN/
ANU

ACU

New/
UNE

26
7
UWS

Other

The School achieved 438 top bands by 180 different
students. To gain a top band, the student’s aligned marks
had to be at least 90%. This was the 10th highest number
achieved by any school in the State.

JUNIOR SCHOOL
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The Junior School has continued to flourish
throughout the year in review. Enrolments have
increased to 380 students at Hornsby, aided by
the introduction of a Pre-Kindergarten program
in the Prep School for 4 year olds and a second
Kindergarten class. The Pre-Kindergarten class
provides our youngest learners with daily
opportunities for play-based learning which is
highly engaging and purposeful.
We are proud of our new Indigenous campus on the
Central Coast for children from the Darkinjung Local
Area Land Council. Twenty-five students began
their Darkinjung Barker journey in January under
the guidance of Yarramalong Campus Coordinator,
Jamie Shackleton.
The Darkinjung Barker initiative has provided
wonderful opportunities for interaction between
students at Hornsby and Yarramalong. These
students are now an integral part of the Barker
profile.
The last twelve months has seen a particular
focus on the academic programs. Mrs Caroline
Merrick, the new Director of Primary Curriculum,
has been at the forefront of teacher professional
learning around inquiry learning as the school
moves towards candidacy as a PYP School with
the International Baccalaureate Organisation.
Additionally, a whole school focus on writing has
been the catalyst for the Junior School to implement
the ‘Seven Steps to Writing Success’. This program
has had a significant impact on writing across
Kindergarten to Year 6, with improvement in the
skills and the effectiveness of imaginative and
persuasive texts.
Junior School students participate enthusiastically
in all curricular and co-curricular programs across
the Junior School.
Thank you to Caroline Merrick, Director of Primary
Curriculum; Sarah Dickson, Head of Early Learning;
and Jamie Shackleton, Darkinjung Barker Campus
Coordinator, for their support in the leadership
and guidance of the Junior School over the last
12 months; to our Chaplain, David Chilton, for
providing us with inspiring Christian teaching and
leadership; and to the staff for their continued
dedication to the students.
Martin Lubrano
Head of Junior School
(Hornsby and Darkinjung Barker)
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Darkinjung Barker opened in Term 1 with 25
indigenous students from the Central Coast.
Introduction of a Pre-Kindergarten program on
the Hornsby campus. 18 four year olds began
their Barker journey at the beginning of 2016.
An additional Kindergarten class opened in 2016.

JUNIOR SCHOOL
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Academic and Co-curricular

• Focus on Writing – improved NAPLAN results
particularly at Year 5. Improvement in skills and
confidence of students across Kindergarten to Year 6.
• Introduction of Inquiry Learning. Engaged
and active classrooms across Pre-K to Year 6
at Hornsby.
• Aiden Smith (Year 6) – perfect Score in
the APSMO Mathematics Olympiad in
Terms 2 & 3 2016.
• Parent workshops in Inquiry learning and Writing.
• Parent workshop on Reading for Darkinjung
members.
• Introduction of Coding – “The Grid”. Coding added
to the GAP program. Coding Camps run in Term 2
and Term 3 holidays.
• Strong interest in Robotics with additional groups
added to the GAP program.
• Incorporation of z-Space 3D augmented reality
technology into inquiry teaching and learning.
• Strong Junior School performance in the ISDA
Debating competition. Two teams represented
the school. The A team, were successful in the first
week, but eliminated in the Quarter finals.
• Copeland Choir Gold award at the National
Eisteddfod in ACT. 2nd Place to the ACT Performance
Choir in the Primary choirs division.
• Introduction of Chapel voices, a specialist group of
Copeland Choir.
• Christian education programs delivered on Years
3, 4 and 5 camps. Years 2 and 6 undertake a Bush
Chapel Service on their Outdoor Education Camps.

• Outdoor education experiences
–– PK to Year 1: Crusaders onsite program (1 day)
–– Year 2: Father and child Camp –
at Somerset (1 night)
–– Years 3, 4 and Darkinjung Barker Years 3 - 5:
Galston (2 nights)
–– Year 5: Waterslea (2 nights)
–– Year 6: Somerset (3 nights)
• NAIDOC WEEK Celebrations hosted by the
Darkinjung Barker campus involving students in
Years 3 and 4 from Hornsby at Yarramalong and all
students at the Hornsby campus for one day.
• Awards for achievement in education to Darkinjung
Barker students at the Aboriginal Education
Consultative Group – Metropolitan North Region.
Mr Shackleton also received an award for his
contribution to aboriginal education.
• 330 Christmas boxes filled with gifts as part of the
Operation Christmas Child Appeal.
• Support for TEAR Australia (Year 6 Games Day) and
a World Vision Sponsored Child.
• Large numbers attending Years 3 - 6 Crusaders and
PK - Year 2 Crusaders.
• Engaging and informative Chapel services each
week for Prep and Junior School.
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Sport

• Successful House carnivals in Swimming
(K - 2 and 3 - 6), Athletics (Pre-K - Year 6
and Darkinjung Barker) and Cross Country
(Pre-K - Year 6 and Darkinjung Barker)
• Athletics – Term 3 2016. Strong performance
at NSW CIS Championships. Jakob Biet, Lance
Haffenden, Harry Anderson, Senior Relay
Team (Lance Haffenden, Jasper Teggins, Harry
Anderson and Nicholas Harper) all qualified for
NSW PSSA Championships in Term 4 2016.
• Summer Sports Tour to South Eastern
Queensland end of Term 3 2016 (Cricket,
Basketball and Tennis). Matches against
Sunshine Coast Grammar School, St Andrews
Anglican College and The Southport School,
with Barker winning two thirds of the games.

• Swimming – 5 swimmers competed at the NSW
CIS Championships in Term 1. Ethan Bennett 5th
in 12 years Breaststroke and 12 years Butterfly,
Jordan Takounlau 8th in 11 years Breaststroke,
Ryan Browne 5th in 10 years Backstroke, Kyle
Spinks 2nd in 11 years Breaststroke. Kyle swam at
the PSSA Championships placing 6th in the final
of the 12 years 50m Breaststroke.
• Swimming – Three Year 6 swimmers (Ethan
Bennett, Hamish Carley and Kyle Spinks) swam
at CAS Championships as part of the Senior
School team in Term 1.
• Cross Country – Tom Dorahy – (Year 6) qualified
for NSW CIS Championships and placed 10th at
IPSHA in the 12 years 3km race.
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The enhancement of the
academic culture has been
a key focus this year.
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The enhancement of the academic culture
has been a key focus this year. Acknowledging
the knowledge and skill requirements of the
independent learner, considerable effort has been
devoted to encouraging student organisation and
planning. Greater assessment task compliance has
been achieved through additional staff support
and communication. Students have displayed a
marked improvement in their capacity to plan
and meet deadlines. Continued developments in
pedagogy and further reforms to the assessment
and reporting formats are planned in the year
ahead. This will encourage student reflection based
around more formative and timely feedback.
The House structure has provided outstanding
pastoral support for students. The intramural
competition engendered strong relationships,
spirited competition, a sense of fun and
community throughout.
The Middle School Seniors provided outstanding
contributions in their rostered activities in Chapel,
assemblies, ‘Time Out’ basketball and work in
the Junior School. The appointment of Andy
Scott as Head Senior provided inspiration and
strong leadership and this translated into highly
successful service partnerships.
During the year, these service partnerships included
rallying teams of volunteers for Clean Up Australia
Day and collecting for the Red Shield Appeal, as well
as organising 100 hampers through the Hampers
for Hornsby initiative. Involvement in these service
leadership programs encourages our students
to look “Beyond the Mint Gates” and to develop
leadership within a framework of helping others.
Further Middle School highlights of the year
included the annual Year 7 History expositions, the
outstanding results in the UNSW Mathematics
competition and of course, the race for the House
Shield, which was awarded to Pain House in
December 2015 after the conclusion of the Summer
Sport Day, for the second time in three years.
James Denton
Head of Middle School

MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Middle School has continued to provide
students with a broad program of spiritual,
academic and co-curricular activities.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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• Residential programs to Alice Springs – two
groups of 20 students engaged in a diverse
program with indigenous students.
• Commencement of ‘The Hub’ - extended
supervision of students into the evening
providing additional support for student
learning.
• Hampers for Hornsby – an outstanding service
partnership initiative provided over 100
hampers for local residents in need.
• Introduction of dance, robotics and surf
lifesaving to the Middle School co-curricular
program.
• International and national tours for Middle
School students included Languages to Japan
and China; Music to Gold Coast; Geography to
Vietnam.
• 35 Years 7 - 9 students visited NASA in Houston,
Texas and the US Space and Rocket Centre
in Hunstville participating in STEM-related
activities.
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• Dinners for Andrew, Boyce, Butters and Holt Houses.
• Crusader Group for Middle School students continued
to provide a time and place for the exploration into and
explanation of the Christian faith.
• Combined CRU launched – students from Years 7 - 12
celebrated the unity and diversity we have in Jesus from
across the different year groups.
• CRU guest speakers included Stephen John, first class
cricketer from Pakistan; Human Rights lawyer, Ebony Birchall
and Dan Neill from Fusion Hornsby.
• Middle School students participated in the 40 Hour Famine.
Total amount raised by all students was over $9,000.

SENIOR SCHOOL
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…they have been equipped to face
throw at them. Hopefully they are
A Senior School student at Barker has so many
opportunities to be part of so many wonderful
activities.

Our leadership and service opportunities help
them learn how they can be involved in Christian
Service, Social Justice and Environmental projects.

In the classroom there are teachers who are
enthusiastic, passionate and experts in their fields.
Our aim is to help the young adults in our classes
to reach their potential and have a fulfilling
experience.

In 2016, as always, we had a wonderful group
of Year 12 students who grew into exceptional
leaders. It is sad to say goodbye to them, and they
are perhaps a little sad about leaving, but at the
same time they are so happy and relieved to be
going…and that’s a good thing!

Our co-curricular program allows them to take
part in a huge variety of activities including
cadets, chess, debating, drama, mock trial, music,
outdoor education, robotics and sport.
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the challenges the world will
ready to make a difference
Why is that? Hopefully it’s because they have
been equipped to face the challenges the world
will throw at them. Hopefully they are ready to
make a difference, ready to contribute to society,
ready to have a go in some small way at inspiring
global hope using all the skills with which we have
equipped them. Hopefully they leave as wellrounded, well-grounded young men and women
who have embraced some of the Christian values
and principles we share with them.

Not only for our Year 12 students but also for our
Year 10 and 11 students, I still think it is worth
remembering the words of our good friend Glen
Gerryn, “Don’t be afraid to fail. If you do…pick
yourselves up, dust yourselves off and try again.
Let nothing steal your dreams.”
Three years in the Senior School at Barker College
shouldn’t be the best time of their lives…but it
should go close.
David Giltrap
Head of Senior School

SENIOR SCHOOL
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Senior School Highlights

• 23 members of the class of 2015 attended the Academic assembly
and were presented to Year 11 and 12 by Chairman of Council, –
Ian Miller, who addressed the students, as did 2015 School
Captain, Nick Chang. 8 former students were unable to attend,
as they were overseas, at their place of work or attending
scholarship interviews.
• The Crusaders group continues to provide a time and place for
the exploration into and explanation of the Christian faith.
• Approximately 150 students attended the Senior School Weekend
Away at Galston at the start of the year, providing an excellent
opportunity for new students to meet each other.
• Term 3 is the season of celebration for the Year 12 students and
their parents. Year 12 Visual Arts Exhibition, DT&IT Exhibition, –
Ext 2 English Presentation, Music Performance Evenings and
Drama Showcase. Once again, the standard of work produced by
the students was outstanding. The Drama Showcase in particular
had a packed house in the Rhodes Theatre to watch over three
hours of group performances.
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Leadership and Service

• Prefect Afternoon Tea - This year over 130 students from
other schools attended this event. Head of School, –
Phillip Heath, spoke about Darkinjung Barker and students
participated in activities run by the Prefects.
• Junior School Leadership Day - Prefects were involved in
the Junior School Chapel Service and also helped Year 6
students with leadership skills.
• Year 12 Breakfast and Leaving Gift Fundraiser - Junior
School Head, Martin Lubrano, spoke passionately to Year 12
students over breakfast, about Darkinjung Barker. Money
raised by Year 12 in 2016 will go towards Darkinjung Barker.
• St Edmund’s School - Our Music Captains and leaders –
under the Director of Music, Simon Smith, raised $3550 for –
St Edmund’s and built further relationships with their visit
to the Year 12 assembly.
• The Triangle Effect - During the year in review, Senior
School Students have been involved in a peer mentoring
program with students from Year 4 and Darkinjung. This
program focuses on three areas; leadership, mentorship
and fellowship.
• Time Out Basketball - Middle and Senior School students
led by Ms Helen Graham, have played a fortnightly game of
modified basketball with approximately 15 students with
disabilities from our local community.
• Clarke Rd School visits - Thanks to Helen Graham’s
continuing organisation, our Year 11 students have had the
enriching experience of working with the students from
our partner school - Clarke Rd School.
• Winter Sleepout - Year 10 Geography students and staff
applied their minds to the issue of spatial inequality and
experienced a taste of it first-hand. The partnership with
Wayside Chapel has meant soap and underwear have been
collected for some of our city residents who sleep rough.
• Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal - Middle and Senior
School students participated in the annual ‘Door Knock
Appeal’ in partnership with Pennant Hills Rotary Club.
• 40 Hour Famine - Our CRU captains have maintained
strong links with World Vision and extended this to include
relationships with students from neighbouring schools.
• Crossroads - A group of enthusiastic Year 11 students
travelled to Hong Kong in September. Building upon our
ongoing partnership with Crossroads, this trip provided
opportunities for tangible action that provides hope to
many critical situations around the globe.
• Timor-Leste - A small group of Year 11 students travelled
to Timor-Leste in September to work with Rotary Club
Australia in their community development projects as well
as the RYPEN Youth Leadership Program.

Cadets
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Term 4, 2015

• Competed in CAS Military Skills Competition at
Holsworthy and awarded 2nd place
• Bivouac at Myuna Bay attended by 260 cadets
and 25 staff. Also hosted 30 cadets and staff
from the 204 ACU at Parramatta
• 11 students participated in skydiving at Elderslie
in Hunter Valley and completed free fall
parachute jump from 14 000 feet
• BCAT - (BC Adventure Training) conducted at
The Grange and in the Newnes State Forest - 20
students and 13 staff (2-10 January) involved in
military skills, fitness and 4 day bush trek

Term 1, 2016

• CAS Senior Cadet Conference (hosted by Trinity
Grammar) - attended by CO Major Terry Nye plus
SUO Annika Allen, RSM Devlin Gunzenhauser
and CUO Rod Macleod
• Bivouac at Holsworthy. Conducted shoot on
indoor WTSS (Weapons Training Simulation
System), used the Obstacle Course (suspended
above the swimming pool) and the C130
Hercules airframe parachute trainer. First camp
for the new Year 10 girls.

302

• Annual Camp at Singleton Military Training Area
- 250 cadets plus 26 staff (plus another 9 staff in
part attendance) supported by 21 fathers. Cadets
involved with WTSS, visit to Infantry Museum.

Term 2, 2016

• Ceremonial Parade in May - Reviewing Officer
was Colonel Michael Miller RFD, ADC
• Year 12 Dinner held in May - Formal black tie
dinner to farewell Year 12 rank senior cadets and
their parents
• Between May and June Senior & Junior
Leadership Courses - 73 students & 25 staff
attended camp at Singleton Barracks
• CAS Drill Competition in June attended by 24
students - 2nd place

Term 3, 2016

• Promotions Dinner held on 19 July - 28 Year 11
students received their new rank
• Largest group of Year 8 boys joined Cadets (in
the last 6 years) - 63% of total Year 8
• Glenworth Valley Year 11 Camp followed by
Bivouac. 289 cadets plus 29 staff - First camp for
the 143 new Year 8 Recruits.

students involved in Cadets
during the year in review
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Outdoor Education
There was a continued high value
placed on the Outdoor Education
program and the opportunities
that a carefully planned and
graded experience can provide for
the personal, spiritual and social
development of our students.

• Year 8 Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme camp
involving all Year 8 non-Cadets
• Year 9 Urban Challenge involving all Year 9 nonCadets
• Outdoor and environmental education
programs at The Grange for all Middle School
students
• All Year 9 students participated in the Serve &
Survive Camp at the end of Term 4, 2015
• All Year 10 students completed a First Aid course
at the end of Term 4, 2015
• 60 students were involved in Duke of Edinburgh
camps. Including 31 Year 11 Gold level students
who traversed some of the highlight sections of
the Larapinta Trail.
• 50 students represented the School in
Snowsports at Regional, State and National
levels. Overall at the NSW Northern Interschools
Snowsports competition in Thredbo, Barker
came 7th in the Primary Coed category; In the
Secondary Coed category, Barker placed 2nd
in skiing, 7th in snowboarding and placed 2nd
overall.
• 17 students represented the School in Equestrian
events.

Year 11 Adventure camps included the
following highlights

• 37 students attended the Alpine camp
• 21 participated in the Central Australia camp
• 26 students assisted the Darkinjung students
during the week long camp
• 23 students participated in the Learn to Sail
program
• 17 students elected to be involved in the Lithgow
community service camp
• 15 students were involved in the Music service
• 30 students participated in the Parkour
experience
• 44 students attended the SCUBA camp
• 36 students selected the Tallships experience
• 11 students travelled to Timor-Leste with the aim
to learn more about Timor-Leste, tutor students
in English in a local community near Dili and
participate in a leadership course. This was the
first time this option has been part of the Year 11
Camp.
• 24 students completed Duke of Edinburgh
requirements

DRAMA
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• Year 12 Play Plexus - the cast and crew of 45
students presented a selection of Absurdist
style scenes beautifully woven together by
Theatre Technician, Dugal Parker
• Year 11 Play Nicholas Nickleby - with a cast and
crew of 46 students the fantastic, theatrical
make-up bought colour and life to a well-known
story
• Year 10 Play A Play about a Dragon - An
entertaining, all singing, all dancing night at the
theatre that involved 46 Year 10’s on and behind
the scenes and an actual dragon
• Year 9 Play The Chocolate War - 38 Year 9’s
had their first opportunity to tread the
Barker Drama boards with a rotating guest
cast of Barker Staff - including Deputy Head,
Mr Macoustra!
• Theatresports - Hosted a heat of the InterSchools Theatresports Competition and made
it into the semi-finals of the Sydney-wide
competition

Drama OnSTAGE Nominations:
For Group Performance:

The Invention Convention – Matt Bennett,
Sami Novis, Noah Steward, Eloise Jones

The Butler – Liv McEwan, Duncan Stewart,
Caitlin Plummer
A Part Time Evil – Seamus Dove,
Hannah Milligan, Tash Spencer
For Individual Performances:

Sami Novis, Caitlin Williams, Seamus Dove,
Tash Spencer, Sophia Murray-Walker,
Hannah Milligan

• School Musical - 109 students participated in
the School Musical, West Side Story either in
onstage roles, assisting back stage or in the
Orchestra
• Treehouse Theatre Company - a continued
relationship with Treehouse that saw the Year
10 Drama cohort visit Miller Technology High
School for a day of combined Drama games and
Playback Theatre storytelling. An eye opening
experience for all of our students some of
whom have made lasting friendships with the
Refugee students they met that day. The “Lolly
Committee” continued their hard work and have
raised over $1500 for the Treehouse organisation
by selling our little Barker Drama Lolly bags at
every show.
• Winter Playhouse - created by our wonderfully,
passionate Drama Captains Sean Landis, Ellie
Pytches and Sophie Heath - an entertaining
variety of curricula and co-curricula work was
presented with an added bonus of hot chocolate
to sip on
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• Senior Choir awarded First place in the Sydney
Eisteddfod Under 19 Mixed Choir
• Chamber Orchestra were placed First in the
Sydney Eisteddfod Secondary School Premium
String Ensemble
• Senior Percussion Ensemble awarded First place
in the Sydney Eisteddfod Secondary School
percussion Ensemble
• Symphonic Wind Band placed Second in the
Sydney Eisteddfod Secondary School Premium
Concert Band
• Symphony Orchestra received Third place in
the Sydney Eisteddfod Youth Secondary School
Orchestra
• Chamber Choir were Highly Commended at the
Sydney Eisteddfod Under 19 Chamber Choir
• Middle School Choir were Highly Commended
at the Sydney Eisteddfod Youth Male Choir
• Junior School’s Copeland Choir won the Sydney
Eisteddfod - John Lamble Australasian Choral
Championship
• Copeland Choir were also placed Second at the
Sydney Eisteddfod – Primary School Division
• At the Australian National Eisteddfod
– Primary Aged - Year 10 Division - Copeland
Choir Gold Award
• At the Australian National Eisteddfod
– U12 Choral Championship - Copeland Choir
Runner-up

HSC Music
8 nominations for ENCORE
Caitlin McMenamin,
Music 1, was selected to
perform at Encore

ENCORE

• 1076 students involved in music
• 390 students attended Music Camp in January
at Collaroy
• Symphony Under the Stars in March featured all
the High School ensembles
• Senior Ensemble Concert - World of Music Inspiring Global Hope held for the first time at
The Concourse Chatswood
• Annual Concert for Middle and Junior School
students
• Barker Swings featuring all the stage bands and
jazz ensembles from Years 3 - 12
• HSC Showcase Concerts
• Senior Ensemble Farewell Concert and Music
dinner held to thank all Year 12 musicians for
their service to Barker Music
• The 2016 Coffee House student run rock concert
saw more than 15 bands performing and
attracted a large student audience
• September’s Spring Fair featured our rock
bands and Jazz Ensembles in performances
throughout the day
• Jazz Orchestra performed at the Special
Olympics Gala Dinner at the Luna Park Big Top
• Middle School Music students toured to the
Gold Coast and Brisbane

Eisteddfod performances results

MUSIC

Music Events 2016

Debating, Public Speaking AND MOCK TRIAL
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Debating, Public Speaking and
Mock Trial Events 2016

Over 100 students were involved in Debating,
Public Speaking and Mock Trial in 2016. Students
participated in the following competitions:

•
•
•
•
•

ISDA debating competition

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legacy Public Speaking competition

FED debating competition

CAS debating competition

Lawrence Campbell Oratory competition

Sydney Morning Herald Plain English speaking
competition
UN Youth NSW

TedXYouth@MLCSchool

Rostrum Public Speaking competition
Rotary public speaking debate
NSW Mock Trial competition

International Mock Trial competition

It was another successful year for students involved
in these competitions, with the following titles
awarded:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FED Senior A’s Premiers
FED Year 8’s Premiers
ISDA Year 7 Premiers

ISDA Senior A’s semi-finalists

ISDA Senior B’s semi-finalists
FED Senior B semi-finalists
CAS Firsts Premiers

CAS Seconds undefeated Premiers
CAS 10B’s Premiers
CAS 7A’s Premiers

CAS Debating Trophy - runners up

Lawrence Campbell Oratory - second place
awarded to Will Solomon, Year 11

• Mock Trial - NSW semi finalists 2016
• Mock Trial - 4th place Empire International –
Mock Trial, San Francisco, November 2015
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• Robotics Coach Daiane Rodrigues-Becker,
received the Woodie Flowers Award for
significant contributions to the FRC Community
• Robotics Coach Jeser Becker, received the Woodie
Flowers Award for significant contributions to
the FRC Community
• Competed at the FRC World Championships in
St Louis, Missouri, USA against top-level teams
including two mentored by NASA
• Sponsored to visit Shanghai, China to help train
Chinese teams starting in FRC and compete in
the China Robotics Competition
• Assisted starting FRC teams at Abbotsleigh,
Ravenswood, and Pymble Ladies College
• In Term 3, launched Middle School Robotics,
with 57 students signing up to compete in the
‘Sphero Cup’
• Middle School Robotics competed in the FIRST
Tech Challenge (FTC) with 8 teams of between
4-7 students.
• At the NSW FTC scrimmage one Barker
team successfully challenged two teams
simultaneously to win their scrimmage.

ROBOTICS

• In 2016, the Senior School FIRST Robotics
Competition (FRC) team; Team 4613 - Barker
Redbacks, grew to 35 team members
• This season the Barker Redbacks pioneered
a high powered 10 wheel drive train, vision
tracking, and complex self-autonomous routines
for the robot
• Winner of the Australian Regional, from a pool
of 55 local and international teams.
• Winner of the Chairman’s Award at the
Australian Regional, recognising that the team
has done the most to share the message of
FIRST with the community
• Alastair Pilley, Year 12, received the Dean’s
List Award at the Australian regional for his
contributions to the FRC Community including
his design of a reliable, efficient, low-cost
gearbox that has now been distributed to 18
countries around the globe.
• Alastair Pilley received an offer of Early Entry to
Macquarie University under their Global Leaders
Entry program
• Finalists at the Western Canada Regional
• Winners of the Gracious Professionalism Award
at Western Canada Regional

Boys’ Sport
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Athletics

• Senior Championship title at NSW Schools
Knockout
• Runners-up at CAS Athletics Championships

Baseball

• Josh Robins (Year 12) was selected for the
Australian Schoolboys baseball team

Cross Country

• Barker Cross Country Year 12 team of Kieren Tall,
Mikey Nicholas, Jack Brown, Lachlan Cubbin, Ben
Playford and Hugh Hunt placed 6th in the ISF
World Schools Cross Country Championships in
Hungary

Diving

• Vladi Rudenko (Year 9) and Harry Gresham
(Year 7) won Gold medals at the NSW All Schools
Diving championships

Fencing

• Lachlan Cromie (Year 12), David Young (Year 11),
Leon Qu (Year 12) and Nate Cross (Year 9)
attended the National Schools Championships
in Brisbane
• The team of Tom Bailey (Year 12), Lachlan
Cromie (Year 12), Jared Cheung (Year 11) and
Nate Cross (Year 9) received a Bronze medal
in the State Schools Championships

• Nate Cross (Year 9) received a Bronze medal at
the National Schools Individuals U15, and a Gold
in the NSW U15 Teams event

Hockey

• Rashil Jetley (Year 9) was selected in the U16
NSW All School Hockey team

Swimming

• Max Jostons (Year 12) represented NSW All
Schools at the School Sport Australia Swimming
Championships in September in Darwin,
winning medals in the following events:
• 1st Boys 17-19 years 50m Freestyle
• 3rd Boys 17-19 years 50m Backstroke
• 1st Boys 17-19 years 4 x 50m Freestyle relay
• 2nd Boys 17-19 years 4 x 50m Medley relay
• 3rd Boys 17-19 years 4 x 100m Freestyle relay

Tours

• 19 Cricketers toured Sri Lanka in January 2016
• 28 Rugby players toured South Africa in
April 2016
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GIRLS’ Sport

Athletics/Cross Country

• 9th consecutive ISA Athletics title
• Rachel Fear broke the record with her throw in
the 16 years Shot Put (11.30m)
• 8 girls represented ISA at the NSW CIS Athletics
Championships
• Emily Yeaman selected in the NSW U17 –
Track cycling
• ‘Run Club’ introduced into the Bunker program
in 2015
• Cross Country girls’ secured the Senior Shield for
the 9th consecutive year and achieved 3rd place
in the Intermediate competition
• 10 girls represented ISA at the NSWCIS Cross
Country championships. Natasha Salisbury
and Lily Grills were selected in NSWCIS team
which competed at the NSW All Schools
Championships.

Basketball

• Won the Sydney Flames pre-season tournament
• Silver medal at the Australian School
Championships and victory in Open A and Open
C ISA competition (Barker has not held the Open
A Shield since 2007)
• Selections in the ISA & NSWCIS teams and
Kimberley Hodge selected in School Sport
Australia team
• Elizajane Loader selected in the NSW U20
Basketball Team
• Miss Nicole Bailey managed both the ISA and
NSWCIS teams and Miss Sarah Clifton coached
the NSWCIS team

Dance

• Dance Troupe runners-up at the Ultimate –
Dance Challenge

Fencing

• The team of Jess Robson, Caitlin Marinelli and
Wendy Jin received a Silver medal in the Girls
Open NSW Schools Championships

Swimming

• 2nd at ISA Swimming Championships
• 11 Girls selected to represent ISA at the NSWCIS
Championships
• Victory at the Bungan Whale Surf –
Lifesaving competition

Waterpolo

• Waterpolo Joint Premiers

Snowsports

• Ursula Phillips competed at Australian
Interschool’s Snow Sports Championships in
Snowboard X and Snowboard GS

Softball

• ISA Open shield won for a record 20th time
• 6 girls selected in the ISA team and 4 selected –
in the NSWCIS team
• Mrs Anne Horne appointed ISA Representative
convenor, NSWCIS Convenor and NSW All
Schools Assistant Coach and Miss Laura
Southwood appointed as ISA Coach & NSWCIS
Manager

Touch Football & Rugby 7s

• 5 premiership titles and 6 teams runners-up
• 9 girls selected across the U15 and Opens in –
ISA teams and 3 selected in the NSWCIS team
• Rachel Fear selected in the NSW U17 Rugby 7s
team

Sustainability
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• Footprint hosted over 40 regular attendees from
Years 7 -12
• 68 Photovoltaic solar panels totalling 21 Kilowatts
installed on the roof of the Science Centre
• Waste recycling station trial in the Middle School
Undercroft
• 10 bubbler/refill water bottle stations installed
around the campus and pop up drink stalls to
reward students who bring reusable drink bottles
to school as part of the Refill not Landfill Campaign
• Print on demand rolled out across the campus to
reduce printer waste
• 100% biodegradable and compostable food
packaging replaced plastic containers in all
canteens
• QR code plaques linked to student YouTube
classification videos of trees around the Sound
Stage
• Waste diverted from landfill to recycling through
the Great Locker Challenge, weekly office paper
recycling rounds (1/2 tonne per week) and
collections of used household batteries and old
mobile phones and pop up stationery reuse stall
• 25 boxes of old text books diverted to schools in
Papua New Guinea
• 40 bags of second hand winter clothing and
blankets collected and delivered to newly arrived
refugees via House of Welcome’s Winter Clothing
Drive

• Senior School students attended Mount
Saint Benedict’s Social Justice Forum with
Keynote Presentation: Orange Sky Laundry, and
Abbotsleigh’s Breakfast Club with Keynote Speaker:
Oz Harvest
• Staff and Student pledges for parity to
commemorate International Women’s Day
• Girl Rising film screening raising over $2400 for
Room to Read
• 750 signed hands created a Sea of Hands to observe
National Sorry Day
• Presentation to Footprint by Helen Rose Wilson
(Class of 76) world renowned physicist about her
work at the Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy
Systems

Junior School BEAT
(Barker Environmental Action Team)

• Junior School installed 2 bubblers as part of whole
school Refill not Landfill campaign. Raised money
through 2015 to contribute to this project.
• Prep and Junior School continue to grow vegetables
and compost fruit scraps throughout the year.
• Prep lunch time garden club continued to grow
in popularity. Junior School BEAT meet weekly
depending on gardening needs
• BEAT first banana crop was harvested and over
100 banana sundaes were sold during one recess.
(Money raised going towards recycling bins)
• Supporting Senior School National Recycling week
by encouraging students to bring in old mobiles
and chargers.

An Anglican School: Inspiring Global Hope
In 2016 we actively pursued the desire and vision of being
“a leader in Christian education characterised by
a global vision that inspires hope.”

We endeavour to be
“a welcoming and inclusive Anglican school community
in which the rich resources of the Christian faith are
thoughtfully brought to bear upon all we do, as we
declare the love, grace, and hope found in Jesus.”
All students and all staff are encouraged to hear and
experience the Christian faith and to give personal expression
to that faith wherever and whenever they can.

91 Pacific Highway, Hornsby
NSW 2077 Australia
Tel: +61 2 9847 8399
www.barker.nsw.edu.au

